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INTRODUCTION 


By Joun E. Brown 


PRESIDENT OF THE JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY AND OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Few men have the happy faculty of being able 
to present attractively God’s truth both by the 
spoken word and by the printed page. With 
very great pleasure and profit I have sat under 
the teachings of my consecrated, big-hearted, and 
talented friend, Dr. T. Marshall Morsey. When 
honored with the privilege of writing this intro- 
duction to this new book soon to appear from 
the press I found myself wondering if these mes- 
sages, so helpfully delivered, from platform or 
pulpit, could be turned into cold type to carry 
the same glow, fascination and inspiration. In 
reading these pages, however, I have found my 
heart “‘strangely warmed” for here in cold print 
are the same wonderful truths, couched in that 
same simple, helpful style that characterizes the 
spoken message of this distinguished teacher. In 
these pages Jesus Christ walks supreme. Here 
is to be found, not the Christ of bloodless ideals, 
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but the Christ of the Cross—the Christ of regen- 
eration and eternal redemption. Without con- 
troversy, what this old troubled world needs 
today is Christ. Underneath this world restless- 
ness there is an inarticulate and heartbreaking 
cry! If the world is to be saved or if the King- 
dom of our Christ is to be soon ushered in, the 
pulpits of the world must again preach “Jesus 
Christ and Him Crucified.” That mighty spir- 
itual giant, St. Paul, whose life floats out today 
like a sweet rosary to all the world, preached first 
to men that which he also first received: “How 
that Christ died for our sins.” The pulpit must 
get back to that. Those fortunate enough to read 
these following pages will find that everywhere 
through this book there walks a living, reigning, 
triumphant Christ. Here are to be found those 
simple, fundamental truths so interestingly and 
helpfully expressed that out of the reading of this 
book there must of necessity come strength and 
inspiration to the child of God and conviction 
and salvation to men and women unsaved. I be- 
speak for this book a wide reading and through 
that fact a very definite and lasting ministry. 


PREFACE 


The great need of the world today amid all 
of the conflicts is to see Jesus Christ. In Him are 
hid all the riches of grace. In Him are all the 
promises fulfilled. In Him lies the hope of the 
world. There is a great movement in the Church, 
Christward, and I am sure it is a moving of the 
Holy Spirit, whose divine commission was to 
take the things of Christ and reveal them unto us. 

A Child does not cry for motherhood; it cries 
for mother. There have been so many things to- 
day called Christianity and done in the name of 
Christianity, even in our churches, which are not 
desired by men outside and which have confused 
their minds as to wherein the truth lies. They 
are calling today not for Christianity but for 
Christ. 

When the Greeks came to Philip, years ago in 
old Judea, saying, ‘““We would see Jesus,” Jesus 
said, “The hour is come that the Son of Man 
should be glorified.” His name is glorified when 
the people see Him. All of the unrest, individu- 
ally, nationally, religiously, will only pass when 


“we see Jesus.” 
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To interpret the great truths of Christianity in 
the terms of Christianity’s person and to help 
bring to men this vision of our living Saviour, 
Himself, this volume is written. We pray that 
the Spirit may use its message to open man’s eyes 
and to fix them upon Him. 


“Are you looking at the people round you? 
Look to Jesus. 
Do the things that sometimes come astound you ? 
Look to Jesus. 
Look unto Him, for none but He can guide, 
Look unto Him, no matter what betide, 
Look to Jesus.” 
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LOOKING UNTO JESUS 


I 
We Would See Jesus 


“The same came therefore to Philip, which 
was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, 


saying, ‘Sir, we would see Jesus’.” 

One day the streets of Chicago were crowded 
with an unusual throng. For miles the sidewalks 
were packed; the windows and fire escapes of 
the buildings on either side of the street fairly 
oozed with people; policemen and lines of rope 
were required to hold that jostling, shoving, 
crowding throng, waiting to see a man go by— 
Theodore Roosevelt—the hero of the people. 

Thousands of people packed in a close, smoth- 
ering jam, outside the doors of a great auditorium, 
hours before it opened. Fresh crowds came on 
every street car and hundreds of machines were 
emptying their loads, waiting with all the strain 
of such waiting, to see and hear a man—Wood- 
row Wilson—the world’s democrat. 


The Marina, the Ferry Building and Market 
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street of San Francisco were filled with people; a 
cheering, holiday crowd, an animated jostling, 
expectant crowd; waiting to see Pershing, leader 
of America’s first crusade. 

So it has ever been, men flock to see and to 
follow the man who has proven himself a great 
leader. 

Curiosity does not explain those crowds. 
America has passed the curious stage. We are 
too sophisticated to be curious. It is something 
that lies deeper than all this, something that lies 
imbedded in humanity, whether it be on Fifth 
Avenue or on the game spoor in Africa, whether 
king or slave. It is a longing for something 
better, a feeling of need, and every new leader 
seems to hold out a hope that somehow he will 
make things different. Some are bowed by the 
weight of social injustices, the grinding of the ~ 
factory, the squalor of the tenement, the yoke of 
the task master—that great class of humanity, 
men, women and children, in whatever country, 
and in all ages, that are under the rod of the 
oppressor. Perhaps the girl is the ill clad, over- 
worked clerk of a large department store, or the 
slave of an oriental. harem. Perhaps the man is 
a factory hand, making by hardest toil, day in 
and day out like a machine, scarce enough for a 
hand to mouth livelihood; or it may be a black- 
skinned carrier, hitting the trail to the crack of 
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the slave driver’s whip. Perhaps the child is an 
outcast, moaning child widow, or is a drudge in 
an eastern mill. Whoever they are, wherever they 
are, it is always the same and always has been. 
There is the great suffering, crippled multi- 
tude—the lame, the halt, the blind; twisted, dis- 
eased and pain racked, shut out by their pains and 
infirmities from the ordinary pleasures of a world 
that is at best one of sorrow. wh 
There is also the crowd who silently carry 
wounds that no one ever sees—the multitude of 
the aching heart, dear ones gone, homes broken, 
faith of friends lost, all the host of things that 
make up the world’s aching hearts, and it is full 
of them. Add to all this, plague and famine, war 
and massacre, and you have the crying misery of 
the world’s need. , 
There is a need that lies deeper far than this, 
great and pressing as this is. The greatest 
tragedy is not the oppressed and afflicted bodies, 
the broken homes and hearts. It is the need of 
an unsatisfied soul. It is the echo of the faint cry 
of the lost sheep. The soul by the fall has been 
separated from God who created it, and the 
image of Him is so impressed upon it that it can 
never be satisfied in its separation. No, not even 
in death will it be satisfied. I believe in a literal 
hell fire, but I believe also that the greatest tor- 
ment of hell will be the torment of an unsatisfied 
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and longing soul. And—the saddest part of this 
sight is that humanity does not know its own need 
and therefore does not know where the satisfac- 
tion lies. Some think it is physical, some mental, 
some in excess of pleasure, some in excess of absti- 
nence, some in this creed, some in that creed, and 
so they run to and fro, chasing this phantom and 
that phantom. They always end with a longing 
only intensified by the seeking, a feeling of dis- 
satisfaction greater than before. 

One day in old Judea two Greeks stand out- 
side a door and speaking to the one who opens 
they say, ‘““We would see Jesus.” Impelled by 
this age-old sense of need, these men are seeking 
help. What their peculiar need is we do not 
know and it matters not here, for back of it all is 
the same age-old longing for help. ‘We would 
see Jesus.” Will this end humanity’s search? 
“We would see Jesus.” So many leaders have 
disappointed them. Will he? ‘We would see 
Jesus.” How can this Nazarene help? He has 
neither wealth nor fame. ‘We would see Jesus.” 
Ah! yes, the search has ended, for Jesus can help 
them and Jesus alone. That is just the reason for 
His coming. He is the hope of the world and it 
is for us, as Philip, to lead the way. Humanity - 
must see Jesus! 

Is it healing you require? Come with me and 
see yonder throng, crippled, sick and miserable! 
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See Him laying his hands on them and speaking 
to them, healing every one of them. The sick are 
healed; the dead are raised! Did anyone ever do 
such works? 

“My Jesus is Lord of Lords! No man can 
work like Him!” 

Humanity, if your physical pains are to be 
healed, you mwst see Jesus. 

Is it the freedom from bondage, from wearying 
social injustice? Listen to His summons, “Come 
unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden 
and I will give you rest.” His law is love and He 
will rule the world in righteousness. 

Oppressed humanity, you must see Jesus! 

Is it an aching heart you bear? Listen again to 
His words, they are for you: “Peace I leave with 
you: my peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid.” He alone can 
give peace. You must see Jesus! 

Your great need you have not asked about: for 
the greatest tragedy you have not sought help be- 
cause you do not know the utter hopeless cry of 
your soul. You must come with me to Calvary. 
Humanity, you must see this same Jesus crucified. 
See those hands pierced with nails, see that riven 
side; that is the penalty paid for your sin. In 
that blood you are cleansed and brought back to 
the Father. Is He afflicted? It is that your af- 
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fliction might be healed. Is He a victim of op- 
pression? It is that you might be delivered. Is 
His heart broken? It is that your heart might 
be made whole. Is He forsaken of God? It is that 
your God forsaken soul might be returned home. 
Humanity, you must see Jesus. 

Moses’ message to Israel of old, as he set up the 
brazen serpent, rings out to you before the cross 
—‘“Look and live; look and live.’ But you must 
also see the empty tomb, you must see the risen 
Lord, who was dead and is alive forevermore, and 
because He lives you shall live also. By faith you 
must look for Him coming glorified. 

You must see Jesus! 


II 


Christ Our Saviour 


“For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour which is Christ the Lord.” 
LUKE 2:11. : 

“And we have seen and do testify that the 
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
World.” 1 JoHN 4:14. 


When Jesus faced the cross it was not some- 
thing new to the mind of Jesus. He was not going 
to the cross because of the unexpected rejection 
but because He had come into the world to doa 
work that could only be done by His death. 

He, Himself, states it when He says that He 
came to seek and to save the lost. 

The question before us is the meaning of Jesus 
Christ as our Saviour. We do not wish to con- 
sider so much how Christ saved us, as what is 
meant by saving us. What is salvation? 

The word in the Old Testament and the New 
is “safety.” ‘To save’ means to make safe. 
Jesus came into the world for our safety. For 
some reason we are not safe without Him. In 
Acts 4:12 we read “Neither is there salvation by 


any other; for there is none other name given 
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under heaven whereby we must be saved.” We 
are not safe and He is the only one who can make 
us safe. 

Many people to-day like to think they are safe. 
A few years ago we heard the slogan—‘‘Make the 
World Safe for Democracy.” Like the other idle 
dreams of man for the salvation of the world, 
it has vanished in a confusion of hatred and jeal- 
ousy. 

The men of old Babel built a tower reaching to 
heaven that was to make them safe and inde- 
pendent of God. Men since then have been con- 
tinually busy devising means of salvation apart 
from God. 

p~ This tells us one great undeniable fact. All 
men in all ages of all nations and all races have 
a feeling down in their souls that they are not 
safe. They have all sorts of methods for making 
themselves safe. Some perform certain sacred 
rites and ceremonies. Some repeat over and over 
| some formula, that by demonstrating the power of 
| mind over matter they may force their spirit into 
| the spiritual realm. Some give to the poor and are 
\ very benevolent. Some give to the Church. All 
| are actuated by a persistent and unquieted feeling 
/ that all is not well, that they are not safe. On that 


| 
| 
| 
. 


day when they appear before the Lord, they will — 


| say, “Lord, Lord, have we not done many mighty 


| works in Thy name and in Thy name cast out 
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demons?’ and He will say, “I never knew you; 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” Then 
we have reached a common basis of agreement. 
The Bible says no man is safe. No matter what 
they may say openly, all men agree in their inner- 
most soul that they are not safe which is betrayed 
by the fact that they all do certain things to make 
themselves safe. This fact has caused man to be 
called a religious animal. Now if there is a feeling 
in men’s hearts that they are in danger, what is 
that danger? Is it possible that so universal a 
presentiment could exist without there being a 
reality corresponding to that presentiment? 

There are very plain statements in the Word 
of God which answer this question, telling what 
men are saved from. They tell exactly why men 
are not safe. 

The first statement you find earn a 
where the angel announces that the coming One 
shall be named “Jesus,” which means Saviour, be- . 
cause “He shall save His people from their sins.” 
This corresponds to the promise to Eve after the 
first sin in the garden. The seed of the woman 
was to bruise the serpent’s head. 

That feeling of “not all right” comes from sin. 
It is universal. “There is none righteous, no not 
one . . . all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God.” All men and women, no matter 
how they may talk, realize down in their hearts 
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that they are sinners. The anger that rises, the 
spite, the jealousy and envy, the selfishness, all 
the unholy things that rise up in their minds and 
hearts tell the story. 

Jesus touched this when they brought the 
woman who was in sin before Him, by saying, 
“Let him that is without sin among you cast the 
first stone.” And it says “beginning at the eld- 
est’; the older you grow, outside of Christ, the 
worse your sins; “beginning at the eldest .. . 
they went out one by one,” and no one was left to 
accuse. ‘“‘Wherefore, thou art inexcusable, O 
man, whosoever thou art that judgest, for wherein 
thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself, 
for thou that judgest doest the same things.” 
Rom. 2:1. No man or woman is safe, because 
sin has touched with its defilement every soul. 

Not sins, but sin—S-I-N—that something that 
twisted every man’s soul so that it is easy to do 
wrong things and hard to do right things; twisted 
the soul so that every man admits no matter how 
hard he tries, the things he would he does not 
and the things he would not he does. Why is it 
people think death is going to change that twist? 
That idea has arisen from the old Persian idea 
that all matter is evil and when our material body _ 
is left we will be holy. We should know in our ~ 
present day of learning and psychology that it is 
not the material body that makes evil. It is the 
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mind, the spirit, the soul, the ego back of it that 
is wrong. Death could not change that. Don’t 
you see how absurd the idea is? It contradicts 
all the observations of all psychoanalysis. 

We shall not go into the question of how we 
are made safe from sin in this present discussion, 
except to give God’s statement—‘‘Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.” Acts 4:12. 

The next statement in God’s Word about the 
danger is in Galatians 1:4—‘“Christ has saved us 
from the present evil world.” Not only do we 
need to be made safe from the penalty of sin 
but from the power of sin. We are surrounded 
by wickedness and unless some power greater than 
our own holds us we are prone to fall into tempta- 
tions. 

Hazael came to Elisha, the prophet, to inquire 
whether his master, Benhadad, King of Syria, 
would recover or not. When Elisha describes the 


* terrible things Hazael will do to Israel when he 


becomes king of Syria, Hazael draws back in 
horror, exclaiming, “Is thy servant a dog that 
he should do this great thing?” But Hazael does 
just as Elisha prophesies. 

Peter says, ‘Lord, though all betray Thee, yet, 
will not I.” The Lord turning sadly to Peter says, 
“Before the cock crows twice, thou shalt deny me 
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thrice.” Before the dawn Peter stumbles broken- 
heartedly out of the high priest’s hall, bearing 
the guilt of a threefold and sworn denial. When 
we think we are strongest we are often weakest. 
How often men say, “I would not do such a 
thing,” then do it. We all feel the need of a 
Saviour from the evil of the world. 

The third statement concerning our lack of 
safety is that we have an enemy in the person of 
Satan, and wherever the curtain rises upon him 
it is a picture of mad, malicious and destroying 
hatred of men. Peter says, ‘He goeth about as 
a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” 
He is also the author of disease and death. He is 
a murderer. He is the father of all liars. He is 
very fond of getting people to believe he does not 
exist but if we could know how dangerous and 
malevolent he is we would be stricken with ter- 
ror. Every man and woman is a bond servant, a 
slave of that cruel being—the author of all the 
cruelty and viciousness the world has ever seen. 
Is there any wonder no man since the fall has 
ever felt safe? You say, “What is hell?’ 
Wherever Satan is, hell will be. We need a 
Saviour to give us safety from Satan lest he drag 
us to the place reserved for himself and his angels. 

Again the Word of God says we are not safe 
because of the wrath of God destined to fall upon 
all sinners. God is a Holy God and cannot look 
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upon sin. “And to wait for His Son, even Jesus, 
who delivered us from the wrath to come.” 
Thess. 1:10. People are saying, ‘God is a good 
fellow; He will not hurt you.” “God is love.” 
“Love will not harm.” 

Let me ask you, ‘“‘Actually, honestly, what do 
you know about God?’ You say you see Him in 
Nature—yes, but you see destruction in plants 
and animals, one preying upon the other, warring, 
slaughtering, eating each other’s young. In your 
fellow men you see death; ruthlessly breaking 
homes, taking a mother away from a helpless 
babe, destroying peace and happiness; sickness, 
and pain wracking bodies. God is love? How 
do you know? Not from that—no, you are quot- 
ing from 1 John 4:8—“God is love.” Now then 
how perfectly inconsistent for you to. take that 
verse and glibly quote it, and then say you do not 
believe the same one when in John 3:36 He says, 
‘He that believeth not the Son shall not see life 
but the wrath of God abideth on him.” You ac- 
cept John’s statement that God is Love. You 
reject John’s statement that God judges sinners. 
Why? Just because one seems good to you and 
the other does not. Is that consistent, reasonable 
or fair? Just admit you know nothing, if you 
reject God’s Word. 

God is Love—but God is also Holiness and 
Justice, and His Holiness demands that He strike 
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Sin. Even when it was His own Son on the Cross, 
He struck though He loved His Son. 

Finally, we learn we are not safe, for if we go 
out of this world without a Saviour we go into 
eternal state of separation from God and all that 
is good into eternal punishment. 

“God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son that whosoever believeth on 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 
The natural place for the soul is with God who 
made it. That’s why man’s soul is not quiet. 
That’s why there is an uneasiness there, in spite 
of his scoffing and brave words. His soul senses 
that separation from God. It has begun already. 
It stirs uneasily like a wild animal at the smell of 
a distant forest fire. 

He says, “Soul, be quiet; take your ease”— 
but there comes back the uneasy reply, “How can 
I?’ Perhaps you are wrong and J shall be forever 
shut out from the God who loves and made me, 
from His light into that dread outer darkness.” 

That is why you need a Saviour. Your soul is 
right; you are in danger from Sin, Satan, and suf- 
fering separation from God. God has supplied 
a Saviour, one who alone can deliver you and 
give you safety. There are wonderful portraits of 
Jesus but none which puts your soul at ease like 
the one of Jesus your Saviour. Won’t you take 
Him as your Saviour? All that old restlessness 
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will cease and you will slide out of the tossing 
breakers into the calm waters of the Bay, into the 
peace of the Lord Jesus’ care. “‘As the hills are 
round about Jerusalem, so is the Lord round about 
them that trust Him.” Jesus, my Saviour! Can 
you say it? Can you rejoice in it? 
When you take Him as your Saviour: 

“Out of the dazzling majesty, 

Gently He’ll lay His hands on thee 

Saying, “Beloved lovest thou me? 


*T was not in vain I died for thee 
Tis I, be not afraid.’ ” 


III 


Christ as Our Ransom 


“The son of man came not to be ministered 
unto but to minister and to give His life a ran- 
som for many.” Mark 10:45. 


As men are employed to save people from differ- 
ent dangers we give them different titles—police- 
men, to save us from thieves and thugs; firemen, 
to save us from burning buildings; life savers, to — 
save us from a watery grave. So it is with our 
Salvation and Christ as our Saviour. As His work 
is viewed in different aspects the Word of God 
shows us what our Saviour did, by different titles. 
We have seen Christ as our Saviour. We shall 
now try to find out just what Christ did for us 
when He died for us on Calvary by the terms 
applied to that work. 

We saw that we were all alike in danger and 
all men felt that danger; we also saw the impos- 
sibility of averting those dangers, and therefore. 
our need of a Saviour. . 

Perhaps it will be clearer to us if we look at 
these dangers from the standpoint of the work 


of our Saviour in saving us from them. 
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Shall we take our Lord’s well known state- 
ment—‘‘The Son of Man came not to be min- 
istered unto but to minister and to give His life 
a ransom for many.” He gave. 

The cross was a conscious act of giving. He 
went to the cross by His own determined act. 
He says no man takes His life from him. He has 
power to lay it down and power to take it up 
again. He went to the cross not as an accident 
of rejection but as a conscious, determined act, 
which must needs be done. He, “‘being found in 
the fashion of a man, humbled Himself and be- 
came obedient unto death even the death of the 
cross.’ He gave His life a ransom for many. 
The key to the Lord’s work according to His own 
statement in this place is “the Ransom.” The 
figure of the ransom is not so familiar to us—our 
minds travel at once to kidnappers and pirate 
strongholds. 

During Christ’s time all would be very familiar 
with this expression. Nations were constantly at 
war capturing and enslaving one another and 
ransom proceedings would follow. One soldier 
would be exchanged for another. When no ex- 
change was possible, money would be paid. Dif- 
ferent ones would be more valuable. An officer 
would ransom several soldiers, a king’s son or 
a king a great many more. 

Jesus came and gave His life a ransom for 
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many. Here we do not see Jesus delivering by 
power. He does not throw down the strongholds 
of the enemy. He does not come with a heavenly 
host to lead the captives free. He purchases 
their freedom. He does not come and by His 
example or teaching show them how to free them- 
selves, as some would have us believe. Suppose 
you were chained in the court of a prison and one 
should come to you at night and say, “‘Now if you 
want to be free here is the way to get over the 
wall,” and then proceed to climb out. You would 
say, “Wait a minute! You must loose my chains 
first. I cannot climb that wall with these on.” 

Jesus does not come thus to torment us. He 
came to purchase our freedom. The price was His 
life. There is a way for “the Ransomed to walk 
in,” but it is a way that no man can walk in until 
he is ransomed. Jesus’ life was an example of 
a delivered life but you cannot walk in it until 
you are delivered. 

Jesus came, further, to give His life a ransom 
instead of many. God’s Word tells us that noth- 
ing in all of the world—no, not even the whole 
world is as valuable as your soul—one soul. We 
were not purchased with silver and gold for the 
simple reason that there is not enough silver and 
gold. Only one thing was precious enough—the 
King’s Son. Now why was His death necessary? ~ 
Why must He give His life as a ransom? 
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To answer this, let us remember who our Cap- 
tor is. Satan lay in wait in the Garden of Eden 
and lured Adam and Eve to sin. This immedi- 
ately fastened upon them chains no one has been 
able to break, the Chain of Sin and the Wages of 
Sin—Death. “The wages of Sin is death,” for 
God alone has life, is life, and Sin separates you 
from that life. When a farmer wants to clear a 
piece of land and he is in a hurry to use the land, 
he cuts a girdle around the tree and the tree 
dies. Why? Because it is cut off from the life- 
giving sap of the roots. So the wages of Sin is 
death because it cuts us off from God, the only 
source of life in all the universe. Satan has been 
using this same lure on every one of us as we come 
along. His lures are always the same—the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of 
life. In a word, it is the world, and man gives 
his soul in exchange for the world, sometimes a 
- very poor, small, piece of the world, and the 
wages he receives is death . . . physical death, 
the grave; spiritual death, eternal punishment. 
Therefore, if the death sentence is upon us and 
Jesus is going to exchange places with us, the 
death sentence must be upon Him. He gave His 
life a ransom instead of many. We have trouble 
sometimes in understanding how it was just, to 
let us go free for His life. We do not find this 
hard to understand in human ransoms. 
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We all remember the story told by Horace of 
Antoninus Regulus, the Roman General, who was 
considered so valuable that the Carthaginians 
thought the Romans would meet their peace terms 
because they held him captive, and they would 
have done so had Regulus permitted it. But 
Regulus, journeying to Rome to deliver the mes- 
sage to the Romans, forbids their making such 
terms and returns to voluntary death to save his 
country. Is it then strange to us that the Son of 
God should be accepted as a ransom in our places? 

Perhaps a step further will add to our under- 
standing. —To whom was the ransom paid? We 
saw that it is the Holiness and justice of God 
that made death the necessary penalty for Sin. 
God is Holy and His Holiness is not merely a 
passive quality; it is living and active and in the 
presence of Sin it acts in judgment. If it did not 
God would not be Holy. God cannot meet the 
sinner in Love because His Holiness cannot look 
upon Sin. If I were to come before an open fire- 
place to warm myself and my clothes were satu- 
rated with gasoline, the fire that ordinarily would 
have warmed me would blaze forth and cause 
my destruction. So the Holy love of Gud blazes 
forth as a consuming fire upon the sinner because 
of his sin. 

Many who write of the atoning work of Christ 
on the Cross speak of its effect on the mind of 
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men. The Bible expression is its effect on the 
mind of God. The giving of the life of God, the 
Son, did not make God, the Father, love us. It 
removed the obstruction that prevented the ex- 
pression of that Love—Sin. The death of Christ 
satisfied the death required by the justice of God, 
acting under the effect of Sin on His Holiness. 

Now we can understand John 3:16—“God so 
loved the world’—if there was a cross on Cal- 
vary, there was one also in Heaven. God could 
not revoke the death sentence but He could bear 
it for us and bear it He did. The Atonement is 
entirely in the Godhead between Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. In Isaiah we read, “The stroke due 
us fell upon Him.” 

Jesus Christ saved us from the death penalty 
of Sin by ransoming us. He ransomed us by giv- 
ing His life instead of ours. That precious life 
was more precious to the Father than all else and 
paid the debt we owed in full. Forever it is 
erased. If there were a single atom of debt stand- 
ing against any believer it would mean that 
Christ’s life was not valuable enough to pay all. 
It means further that the believer would die in 
his sins for God has given that than which there 
is nothing more precious—His Son. Now do you 
see? When you try to offer some works of yours 
you dishonor God. If your life is not ransomed 
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all, it is not ransomed at all and further it never 
can be. 

Why are we sure we are forever and eternally 
saved? Because we are sure that the death of 
Christ was a sufficient price to ransom us. If you > 
get that clear you can enter into Paul’s experience 
in Romans 8:1, ‘“There is therefore now no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 

“He that spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things? 

“Who shall lay any thing to the charge of 
God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. 

“Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that 
died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, who also maketh inter- 
cession for us. 

“Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or perse- 
cution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

“As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all 
the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. 

“Nay, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us. 

“For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, 
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“Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 

8: 32-30. 

“Beloved, it is all paid. Accept the offered 
Ransom and be one of the many who enjoy the 
glorious liberty of the Sons of God, throughout 
all eternity.” 

“Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe, 


Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow.” 


IV 


Christ Our Sin Bearer 


“Who his own self bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes 
ye were healed.” 1 PETER 2:24. 


England has just agreed to pay off the Amer- 
ican debt in sixty-five years. This will necessitate 
a tax of $4.00 upon every man, woman and child 
in the Empire every year until paid. Other Euro- 
pean countries rest under enormous debts. It 
means that beside the cradle of every child born 
in Europe for the next one hundred years will 
stand a burden of past wars ready to be fastened 
upon its shoulders. 

That burden is merely a manifestation of the 
burden of sin fastened upon the human race. 

This burden manifests itself in many ways. 
War is one of them. Our children’s children, if 
the Lord tarry, shall be still bearing the burden 
of our wars as we are bearing the burden of the 
war of the Rebellion and Spanish-American War. 
Nor, as many will tell you with weeping, “Does 
money pay off the burden of war?’ Nothing can 
restore the slain loved ones; nothing can refresh 
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the blighted lives of those left. I know men and 
women being crushed daily, silently, relentlessly 
into an untimely grave by this last war. 

Crime is another manifestation of that burden. 
We are reading lately of crimes, so cruel, so re- 
volting as to be almost unbelievable. Nothing re- 
corded in the annals of man or beast equals them. 
To the already heavy burden of war crime adds 
its burden of misery—destroying life and prop- 
erty and costing billions of dollars for prevention 
and punishment, that we must earn every day be- 
sides our own livelihood. Every week as you 
work, one day’s work and wages will have to go 
to carry your share of that burden of crime. 

Another manifestation of our burden is disease. 
Thousands of days of labor and production lost; 
thousands incapable of doing their share of the 
world’s work through disease. It comes touching, 
blighting, killing, here and there day after day. 
Then not satisfied with that desultory destruction, 
it sweeps in great plague waves, killing thousands 
and leaving ruin and sorrow in its trail. Anti- 
toxins succeed in stemming the tide in one direc- 
tion when without warning, a new variety sweeps 
over the world and death is victorious. 

Besides these manifestations of humanity’s 
burden, we daily add to its weight on each other 
by our selfishness, cruelty, thoughtlessness, anger, 
hatred and lying. We wound some one. We make 
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their other burdens harder to bear. Living would 
be much more pleasant were it not for these ex- 
cess burdens we place upon each other. Some 
people cannot talk with other people because of 
selfishness, malice, or thoughtlessness. But these 
are all only manifestations. They are eruptions, 
indicating something fundamentally wrong. They 
are just indications of the burden. 

When I look at the manifestations day by day 
about me I know that something is grievously 
burdening man to cause such things. You may say 
that is a rather simple conclusion; anyone would 
know that. You would think so, but they do not. 

Coué tells us that if we say “Day by day in 
every way we are getting better and better,” it 
will become so. All this burden which we see 
manifested by war, crime, disease and death indi- 
cates to them only a superficial wrong. May I 
quote to you from one of our modern delusions 
on the question of this burden of Sin? “There 
is no Sin—evil has no reality—man is incapable 
of sin, sickness, and death.” Think of it—the 
vilest criminal you have read of this week and 
the purest woman, both alike. Evil has no reality 
—man incapable of sin. It seems unbelievable 
that anyone could live in the world to-day and 
be so grossly stupid. But just to show how heavily 
and universally that burden rests upon mankind, 
the very one who wrote that statement, “There 
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is no sin, no reality in evil,” tried to burn a man’s 
house, tried to murder her own son, and was a 
divorcée. God’s Word says, “If we say we have 
not sinned we make Him a liar and His word is 
not in us.” 

We know by the manifestation of this burden 
what the nature of that burden is. When we read 
of the horrors of war, the torn limbs, shattered 
minds and nerves, broken bones; when we read of 
the vile and sickening crimes that occur day after 
day; when we stand by bedsides of disease and 
pain; we realize how terrible must be that bur- 
den upon Humanity which causes these things. 
What is it that turns human hearts to be worse 
than any beast? What is it that causes all of 
this suffering? I read God’s words and they tell 
me that the burden, breaking the back of Human- 
ity is sin and then I know how horrible sin is. I 
learn to loathe it. One says, “God, if those vile 
tuings are Sin, then deliver me from its slightest 
befouling touch.” 

Again we learn from these manifestations, 
from these burdens we physically bear, that no 
man can help us. For everywhere we look they 
are all carrying their own burden. I have never 
known a man or woman who was not carrying 
a burden of sin of their own. All men have this 
burden for “All have sinned and come short of 
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the glory of God.” Staggering hopelessly under 
his load, he cannot help me. 

But, in my search for help I find One who was 
without a burden—‘‘Tempted in all points like 
as we are yet without sin.” I find Him before a 
jury of devils, men, angels and God and all give 
one verdict, “Not guilty.” 

When Jesus came before the demon possessed, 
the demons cried, “‘We know Thee who Thou 
art the Holy One of God.” When Satan tempted 
Him he found no sin. Pilate said, “I find no fault 
in this man.” God from Heaven said, “This is 
my beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased.” 

Best of all, I find this Unburdened One has 
undertaken to bear my sin burden under which, 
like the psalmist, I cry, ‘““My iniquities have gone 
over my head, as a heavy burden they are too 
heavy for me.” 

Beginning with the sacrifices of the Old Testa- 
ment I find that when the sin offering was offered 
the priest laid his hand heavily upon the victim 
as a sign that the sins of the people were laid on 
the offering and I find that is a picture used by 
God in teaching His children of Christ’s work for 
us. Then Moses lifting up the serpent in the 
wilderness. The serpent always stood for Sin to 
the Jew. This serpent was of brass and brass stood 


for judgment; looking at it the stricken people — 


were healed, and this corresponds to Christ’s work 
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for us. Isaiah tells us in that wonderful 53rd 
chapter, ““Who hath borne our griefs and carried 
our diseases; all we like sheep have gone astray 
and God hath laid upon Him the iniquity of us 
all.” We read in 2 Corinthians 5:24, “He hath 
made Him to be Sin for us who knew no Sin that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him,” and in 1 Peter 2:24, ‘““Who His own self 
bare our sins in His own body on the tree.” 

Beloved, that is the glorious liberty of the Gos- 
pel. The sins that are on you are laid on Christ. 
When the burden is placed upon Him, you are 
no more under Sin but under grace you are free. 

That is a precious view of the Master. We 
saw Him freeing us from the bondage of Sin by 
giving His life a ransom, and now we see Him 
meeting the sinner bowed by the burden of his 
sin, unable to walk erect, groaning in pain with 
no hope for the end of the journey. Like Paul 
crying out, ““Who shall deliver me from this body 

of death?’ He, the Burden Bearer takes that 
load of Sin off the pilgrim’s shoulders and lets 
him again walk free. 

Is the guilt and penalty of Sin still upon you 
or have you let Him carry it for you? 

You remember the experience of Christian in 
Pilgrim’s Progress. When he saw his sin, it be- 
came like a great burden on his back and nothing 
he did would free him; he met Mr. Worldly- 
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Wiseman who said, ‘“‘Go to the village of Moral- 
ity and Mr. Legality will show you,” but he 
found that obeying the law would not free, for the 
law only made it seem heavier. When in due time 
he came to the foot of the cross, his burden broke 
loose and rolled down the hill into the mouth of 
the open sepulchre and he saw it no more. Are 
you trying to carry your burden of sin under the 
curse of a broken law? Then you must come to 
the foot of the Cross and see Jesus Christ on the 
Cross as your Sin Bearer and you will rise from 
your knees free and happy. 


“At the Cross, at the Cross, 
Where I first saw the light 
And the burden of my Sin 
Rolled away.” 


a 


V 
Christ the Lamb of God 


“Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the Sin of the world.” JoHN 1:29. 


Wherein lies the heart of the atonement? If 
those who are saved are absolutely and eternally 
made different from those who are lost; if the 
dividing line is so absolute what is that keen and 
perfect divider? 

Is it in the morality? No, for we know some 
splendidly moral men who are on the unsaved side 
of the line by their own confession. 

Is it in beauty of character? No, we know 
some very kind and generous people on the un- 
saved side of the line and some crabbed and dis- 
agreeable Christians. 

Is it in good works? No, for we know some 
non-Christians who give liberally, who minister 
to those in need. We know some Christians who 
are stingy and lazy and indifferent. 

Then if the salvation of an individual was 
determined thus there would be all stages of sal- 
vation and no one would ever be able to say 


whether he was saved or lost. 
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According to the Word of God the heart of 
the atonement is the shed blood of Jesus Christ. 
It is the great divider between those who are 
saved and those who are lost. 

The whole Bible is a blood book. It is bound 
with a crimson cord and its contents are only 
open to you when you have opened it by the 
way of the crimson cord. If that cord is a 
hindrance to you, you can never, try as you may, 
read the message of the Book. 

Shall we briefly trace its message, that the 
work of Christ may be more plain before our 
eyes? 

When Adam and Eve sinned they at once 
feared to meet God and made for themselves 
girdles of leaves, but God, teaching them that 
something more serious would be needed for this 


sin, gave them the skin of an animal which meant | 


blood shed. The Word in the Old Testament for 
atonement is “kaphar,” to cover. The blood 
was to be the covering. 

Adam and Eve’s two sons, Cain and Abel, were 
likewise instructed in the necessity of the shed 
blood. However, Cain not being obedient, sac- 
rificed not a lamb but fruits of the ground, saying 


doubtless, ““Why is God so particular—one offer- _ 


ing is as good as another. That blood sacrifice 


seems foolish to me.” Thus, he became the first 


of a long line of scoffers, and in Proverbs we read 
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God’s statement concerning all such scoffers— 
“Fools mock at the sin offering.” God, as He 
had promised, accepted Abel’s offering and re- 
jected Cain’s offering. Cain instead of repenting 
and offering the commanded blood offering rose 
up and slew his brother. 

Down to our own day men are still as Cain, of- 
fering bloodless substitutes. These substitutes are 
religions of Cain—they all agree in the denial of 
the blood atonement. If you want a touchstone 
of the truth, apply the blood test to the modern 
cults. Then remember God’s Word: ‘Fools mock 
at a sin offering” and “without the shedding of 
blood there is no remission.” 

After Cain comes God’s word to Noah. Noah 
is given flesh to eat for the first time and in the 
permission God forbids the eating of the blood 
of the animal with these words: “The blood 
thereof which is the life thereof, thou shalt not 
eat.” Life is in the blood. Again God reiterates 
this command several times in Leviticus. Thus: 
“The life is in the blood; I have given it to you 
upon the altar to make an atonement for your 
sins—for it is the blood that maketh atonement 
for the soul.” 

Again, the life of all flesh is in the blood. 

It is only recently that physicians have known 
that life is in the blood. This statement was 
written about 3,000 years ago and we have a 
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written record of it 2,700 years old. Who but 
God knew this fact? The interesting thing to us 
just now, however, is not the fact that it was re- 
corded in God’s Word before men knew it. The 
interesting thing is that it is a proven scientific 
fact that physical life is in the blood. This makes 
first of all the sacrifices of the Old Testament 
clearer to us—this blood poured out and placed 
in various places signifies life poured out. Some- 
times people will say all of the ancient Pagan 
religions had blood sacrifices. True—God gave it 
in the very beginning to the ancestors of the en- 
tire race. But all you have to do is to read of the 
Pagan sacrifices to see how much they differed 
in conception. They thought their gods ate the 
sacrifice as it ascended in smoke to heaven. I 
challenge you to find that deep, accurate, spir-, 
itual interpretation anywhere in their literature. 
Namely, that the sacrifice was to be the shedding 
of blood, because the life was in the blood and 
the pouring out of the life was a real testimony 
to every heart and mind that unless it was paid, 
the death penalty of sin lay upon everyone. “The 
wages of sin is death.” 

The blood of those animals could not save. It 
could not take away sin, but it could represent the 
sinner’s acknowledgment that he deserved, be- 
cause of sin, to die and his faith in the coming 
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one whose life blood should be poured out for 
him. 

That is why God is so specific in his directions 
concerning the offerings, for they represent the 
Lord Jesus and must be without blemish and 
offered without leaven. 

That is also the reason why the word for atone- 
ment is to cover. The sins were not taken away. 
Sin was only covered—a cause for passing over of 
sins and a staying of judgment was accomplished. 
until Christ should come and once for all put 
away sin. 

When the children of Israel are under bondage 
in Egypt, God sends Moses to deliver them. On 
the night of the slaying of the firstborn of the 
Egyptians because of their refusal to let the 
people go, God institutes the passover—by which 
he teaches Israel and us the lesson of the need of 
the sheltering blood. 

There was no difference between Israel and 
Egypt—(all had sinned)—until the blood was: 
on the door-post. Egypt is a type of the world; 
Israel, of the Christian. The difference is not of 
any merit or wisdom or holiness on our part but 
the difference is in the blood. 

It did not make any difference whether the 
Israelite in his house understood the significance: 
of the blood; whether he had deep thoughts or 
shallow thoughts—if he believed God and obeyed,, 
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he was saved. Not because God saw his merit or 
his knowledge, but the blood. So God says, 
“When I see the blood, I will pass over you.” 
The blood was to be put on the threshold of 
the door and on the outside because that is the 
entrance. The blood sprinkled door is the only 
entrance into the Christian life. The altar with 
its blood stood at the door of the tabernacle. 
Blood was sprinkled seven times before the door. 
Here it is on the door post of each house. If you 
have entered your Christian life through any 
other door than the blood sprinkled door, I tell 


you absolutely, the angel of death will not pass . 


over you. 

You are a lost person. “When I see the blood 
I will pass over you.” “Without the shedding of 
blood there is no remission.” 


The Israelite was given instructions just how. 


to eat the passover, the kind of lamb, method of 
killing, preparing the herbs and bread, but though 
these were important they were not the thing God 
said would cure their life. “When I see the 
blood.” There are commands for our Christian 
life—reading of the Word, prayer, Church attend- 
ance, giving, clean living and brotherly love, but 
they are not what saves. ‘‘When I see the blood 
I will pass over you.” 

In Peter the Word says, “For as much as ye 
know that ye were not redeemed with silver and 
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gold but with the precious blood of Christ as of a 
lamb without spot and without blemish.” 

God, moreover, commanded the Israelites to 
stay inside the house until morning. They were 
not to keep running out to see if the blood was 
there nor to see if it was all right. They were to 
be perfectly at rest under the blood. 

If you went to a railroad station, bought a 
ticket to a certain destination, showed it to the 
gateman, had it punched by the train conductor 
after you had taken your seat, you would not 
jump up every few minutes to ask if you were 
on the right train and if you would arrive at your 
destination. 

If you are traveling under the blood you are 
on the right road to the metropolis of the uni- 
verse. “The city which hath foundations whose 
builder and maker is God.” 

All these types were fulfilled for us when Jesus 
Christ’s blood was shed on Calvary. Life is in 
the blood. His life was poured out for us. The 
demand of the death penalty was met for us and 
now no more sacrifices are made for in our 
Saviour’s own words, “It is finished.” 

Not the life of Christ in Heaven; not the life 
of Christ on earth, but the life of Christ poured 
out on Calvary is the only ground of your salva- 
tion. 
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And do you say, “What has been gained by that 
poured out life?” 

First of all, in Ephesians 1:7, “We have re- 
demption through His blood.” In Heaven the re- 
deemed sing, ‘““[Thou hast redeemed us unto God 
by the blood”—we have seen what Thy redemp- 
tion was, as we looked at our Kinsman Redeemer, 
what we were saved from, and what we were 
saved to. That redemption is through His blood. 

Jesus tells His disciples at the last supper— 
“This is the new covenant in my Blood’—the 
covenant of grace. The blood has freed us from 
the law and placed us under grace. 

The Israelites on the night of the passover were 
delivered from the bondage, so we are delivered 
from the bondage of the law. We have in Christ 
passed by the brazen altar and have entered 
through the veil to the blood sprinkled mercy 
seat. ‘Let us therefore come boldly before the 
throne (not of judgment) but of grace and ob- 
tain strength to help in the time of our need.” 

Ephesians 2:13—‘‘We are made nigh by the 
Blood of Christ.” God is no longer a God afar 
off to those under the blood. He is near to every 
one of us, so close that a thought or a whisper to 


Him from His weakest child is heard. 


“Near, so very near to God, 
Nearer I cannot be, 

For in the person of His Son, 
I am just as near as He.” 
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“The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth 
us from all sin.” Sometimes we forget the 
“cleanseth us from all sin.” Sometimes we forget 
the cleansing, but it is the blood-washed one who 
is clean in God’s sight. Peter tells of those who 
have forgotten the cleansing. If you want to be 
clean, claim the shed blood for cleansing. 

“Jesus Christ made peace through the blood 
of His Cross.” Col. 1:2. That peace that comes 
with the consciousness of sheltered safety and of 
an eternal all’s well. You may scoff at the Blood, 
but there has never been one who has trusted in 
the Blood in whose heart the consciousness of 
peace has not come. It stands the test and has 
stood the test since the beginning. 

Let me remind you again the blood delivers 
from death. “When I see the blood I will pass 
over you.” Without it there is no hope for you. 
“Without the shedding of blood there is no re- 
mission.” From Genesis to Revelation the Old 
Books tells one story—the salvation of lost men 
and women by the shed blood of Jesus Christ. 


“The Lamb of God, Oh, how it speaks 
Of all the precious blood 

That pointed down through ages past 
To Christ, the Lamb of God. 


For all our sorrows, sin, and pain, 
There’s healing in the blood, 

Lift up thy heart, lift up thine eyes, 
Behold the Lamb of God.” 
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I wonder in how many hearts there is ringing 
the joy of the old song. 


“Hallelujah, it is done, 
I believe on the Son. 
I am saved by the blood of 
The crucified One.” 


VI 


Christ Our Kinsman-Redeemer 


“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, . . . But with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” 
1 PETER 1: 18-19. 


We, all of us, feel a bit differently toward 
one in whose veins runs the same family blood as 
our own. The old saying, “Blood is thicker than 
water,” is at least true to that extent. One day 
while Jesus was teaching they said, “Master, your 
mother and brothers are calling for you,” and 
then Jesus looked around on His followers and 
said, “Behold my mother and brother!” ... 
‘Whosoever shall do the will of God, the same 
is my mother and my brother and my sister.” 

Dg He proclaimed Himself our Kinsman, not only 
our Kinsman but a very near Kinsman—one of 
our own immediate family, one of our blood. 
~. We saw by His own statement that He ran- 
somed us from the captivity into which we had 
fallen, giving His life for our lives. Since He is 
God, His life was sufficient both now and in all 


‘eternity to free us from all condemnation. 
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But salvation points both ways—back to what 
you were saved from—forward to what you are 
saved to. It is necessary for us to get clearly in 
our minds what we escaped but we should also 
turn our thoughts to what we might have missed. 

Parents take both ideas in discipline. Some 
mothers will say, “You come home at four or I 
will whip you.” Other mothers say, “If you are 
home at four, I will have some fresh doughnuts 
for you.” Do you catch the difference? 

There is a view of the Lord Jesus’ work in 
God’s Word in which the danger from which we 
have been saved is incidental. It is Christ as our 
Kinsman-Redeemer. This is lived out for you on 
the stage of life in the Book_of Ruth, Ruth is a 
Gentile and a type of the church. We are familiar 
with the beautiful scene where Ruth refuses to 
leave her old mother-in-law as she starts to re- | 
turn to Israel saying, “Intreat me not to leave 
thee nor to return from following after thee, for 
whither thou goest I will go, where thou lodgest 
I will lodge. ‘Thy people shall be my people and - 
thy God shall be my God.” 

They leave Moab and its sorrow and come to 
Bethlehem, the House-of-Bréad, in the time of 
barley harvest. The very words are vibrant 
with the joy of a bountiful harvest. As the weary 
travelers near the town their path winds through 
fields of grain, bending under heavy heads, bil- 
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lowing in the breeze, reflecting golden lights and 
shadows. Here and there they see the flash of the 
sickle and snatches of the reapers’ songs are 
wafted on the breeze. One is expectantly pre- 
pared for what follows. Under the guiding hand 
of the Almighty, Ruth comes to glean in the fields 
of Boaz (strength) a mighty man of wealth. 

According to the law of the country when one 
had been ruined by poverty and debt, the nearest 
kinsman might redeem his land and the man him- 

‘self. He was called the ‘“goel”’ or kinsman- 
redeemer. If the man dies, this kinsman-redeemer 
~._ became responsible also for the care of the man’s 
ta widow. 
~ Now it so happened that the mighty Boaz is a 
near kinsman. Naomi sends Ruth to present her 
claim to him. He tells of a nearer kinsman, but 
when he is presented with the claim, he is unable 
to redeem Ruth, for he would ruin his own in- 
heritance. Then Boaz stands in his place. Boaz, 
the mighty kinsman-redeemer, redeems all of the 
land and being unmarried, takes Ruth out of the 
field where she gleans as a poor servant, and 
' makes her mistress of all he has. 

The race is ruined in poverty spiritually; their 
inheritance is sold to man; the nearest _kinsman— 
cannot help men, for he is ruined 100.5: 

‘Boaz was _wealthy. The famine that had im-_ 
poverished Ruth’s family had not touched him. 
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The ruin that fell upon the race does not touch _ 


our mighty Redeemer. He who is God and 1 man is 


next of kin to man, so by law has the right | to 
redeem. ¥ 

He redeems the heritage we lost. We lost life 
and He gives us life. “God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not perish but haye 
everlasting life.”” We lost health and happiness. 
He shall give us a body free from disease and 
wipe away all tears of sorrow. We lost the first 
purity and innocence and He restores to us a soul 
without spot. 

Peter tells us that Christ redeemed us to an in- 
heritance incorruptible, undefiled, that fadeth not 
away. In its nature this new inheritance can 
never be corrupted—thieves cannot steal it; dis- 
aster cannot take it away; undefiled, in its pos- 
session, it is an inheritance free from every stain 
of evil; in its enjoyment, it fadeth not away; 
never shall end and your taste will never pall, it 
will always satisfy. 

Ruth gained not only her husband’s little field 
which had been sold but she became mistress of 
Boaz’s broad fields and spacious mansions. God’s 
promise to us is that we are made joint heirs of 
all Christ possesses. 

This tenement of clay in which you and I re- 
side is a rickety building, easily broken, always 
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needing repairs and props and fixing, but one 
day it will be glorified and then strength and 
beauty will be our sanctuary. 

Men build palaces on earth of wood and stone 
only to crumble in the dust and become at best 
gazing stock of the curious generations who fol- 
low. But some day you shall through the work 
of your Kinsman-Redeemer step into the man- 
sions of the Almighty. The grandest of earth’s 
palaces shall seem as hovels, and standing on 
the veranda you can look out on all creation, the 
flaming stars and rolling planets; the new heaven 
and the new earth and a// your inheritance in 
Him. 

In your hand shall be a scepter, the sign of your 
authority. On your head a crown, the sign of 
your position; upon your shoulders a robe, the 
sign of your standing; and all are free gifts from 
your Kinsman-Redeemer—Jesus Christ. 

Boaz was the lord of the harvest. Jesus Christ 

_~is the Lord of the Harvest. We have our place 
now in His fields as gleaners. Don’t worry about 
your lost lands and your poverty. Glean faith- 
fully from morning until evening. Some day the 
fields where you glean shall be yours when the 
Lord of the Harvest comes down to the field at the 
end of the Barley Harvest. 

Boaz was the dispenser of bread. You have 
come out of the land of famine and it is Barley 
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Harvest time in the Lord’s field; there is plenty 
to satisfy. Eat of the Bread He gives and you 
shall never hunger. 

Boaz was the giver of rest. The wandering, 
laboring, in the heat of the day will end and you 
will enter into His Rest. 

Boaz was the Bridegroom. The Church seems 
forsaken like Ruth, the widow. She toils and 
reaps, but those who have eyes to see know she 
is the Bride of her Kinsman-Redeemer. She is 
waiting, listening until the midnight cry goes 
forth, “Behold the Bridegroom cometh!” Then, 
like Cinderella, the work clothes shall be changed 
to queen’s garments and she shall leave the fields 
and enter into the mansion where the Lord of the 
Harvest, the Kinsman-Redeemer, the Bridegroom 
has the wedding feast set and shall drink the fruit 
of the vine anew with Him in the Kingdom. 

Word painting? No! A glorious reality! The 
future of the Church of Jesus Christ. These 
things are the gifts of her Kinsman-Redeemer. 
To-day she gleans for Him in His fields; to- 
morrow she shall sit with him in the Heavenlies. 


Vil 
Christ Our High Priest 


“Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the 
heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession, Jesus Christ.” He- 
brews 3:1. “Seeing then that we have a great 
High Priest that is passed into the heavens, Jesus 
the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.” 
HEBREWS 4:14. 


It is with hesitation that one approaches this, 
one of the deepest of all subjects in God’s Word. 
It is a thing that the Holy Spirit tells us angels 
desired to look into and prophets standing on the 
mountain peaks of vision strained their piercing 
eyes into the future to understand ‘‘of what the 
Spirit that was in them did testify.” And though 
through Jesus Christ the veil has been parted for 
us, it is with bowed head and reverent heart we 
approach this blessed truth. May we prayerfully 
enter upon the revelation of Jesus Christ our 
High Priest. 

First of all, God shows Him to be a High 
Priest after the order (appointment) of Melchiz- 
edek and not after the “order” or “appointment” 


of Aaron. 
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Melchizedek met Abraham after he had con- 
quered the five kings and brought forth bread and 
wine and gave them to the victorious Abraham 
and blessed him in the name of the most High 
God, possessor of heaven and earth, and Abraham 
pays him a tenth of all he had brought back. 

In Psalm 110 God says, “I have sworn thou 
art a priest forever after the order of Melchiz- 
edek.” In Hebrews we have this expression 
many times repeated. 

This man was a type of Christ because he was a 
king and our High Priest is a King-Priest. In 
Zech. 6 you read that Christ “shall sit and rule 
upon His throne and shall be a priest upon His 
throne.” 

The name “Melchizedek” means “my king is 
righteous,” and in Isaiah we read this of Christ, 
“He shall judge the poor in righteousness; a scep- 
ter of righteousness shall be the scepter of His 
kingdom.” 

He was the King of Salem which means, “the 
King of Peace.” 

Again Isaiah, prophesying of the coming Mes- 
siah, says “His name shall be Prince of Peace.” 

There is no recorded beginning of days of this 
King. In John 1:1, “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the - 
Word was God.” Nor “End of Life”—in Romans 
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6, you read, “Knowing that Christ being risen 
from the dead dieth no more.” 

What is the significance? That we have an- 
other kind of priest from the line of Aaron. 

The law, God says, in Heb. 7: 19, made noth- 
ing perfect, nothing complete. 

They were made after a fleshly commandment, 
but Christ after the power of an endless life. 

They were subject to death and never able 
to complete the work. Christ liveth forever— 
“Neither beginning of days nor end of life.” 

God made Christ a High Priest with an oath, 
saying, “I have sworn thou art a priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek.” How good that 
Aaron was not so made, because that would have 
fastened the old imperfections and incompleteness 
upon us forever, but when Christ was made of a 
new order, by an oath, it was made eternal. 

Christ needed not daily to offer sacrifices but 
having offered Himself once, sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on High. 

The priest after the order of Aaron could not 
touch the dead, lepers or even a fallen human 
. being. Jesus Christ touched and healed the lepers, 
raised the dead and ate with sinners, and was un- 
spotted. His holiness shining all the brighter for 
He was a Priest in whom was Life itself and 
whose holiness was a purifying flame. His touch 
brought life, health and purity. 
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It is clear that God meant to cut decisively 
away from the old order and to appoint a new 
order in Christ, for the old was incomplete. This 
is substantiated in the fact that He sent Christ 
in the line of the tribe of Judah and nothing is 
said of priesthood in the tribe of Judah. Paul 
argues that since there has been this change in 
priesthood from the tribe of Levi to the tribe of 
Judah, there must of necessity be also a change 
of law. Do you catch the significance of that? 
If the old order is not changed then our Lord and 
Saviour could not enter the Holy of Holies—no, 
not even the Holy Place or anyway approach 
the sanctuary to minister, because only members 
of the tribe of Levi had a place there. 

When God made Him High Priest He made 
Him so after another order. The word used here 
in the Greek is “heteros,” which you recognize 
in our word ‘“‘heterogeneous’—altogether differ- 
ent. Not another priest but an altogether differ- 
ent order—different according to Melchizedek. 
Higher than Aaron, as is shown by the fact that 
Abraham and Aaron in Abraham paid tithes to 
Melchizedek, and was blessed by him, thus prov- 
ing the superiority, for the lesser is always blessed 
by the greater. 

Christianity differs entirely from Judaism. 
They had visible sacrifices, visible altars, visible 
sanctuary and visible priests. These were for the 
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old order of Aaron. There has been a change of 
law and order. The High Priest is no longer 
Levite but the Lion of the tribe of Judah—no 
longer on earth but in the heavenlies. He min- 
isters not in an earthly sanctuary but a heavenly, 
not at an earthly altar but a heavenly, not with 
blood of bulls and goats but with His own 
precious blood. We worship “‘As seeing Him who 
is invisible.” If you set up an earthly altar, or 
sanctuary or a service based on Aaronic types, 
you exclude him—Christ has no place there. 
There has been a disannuling of the old earthly 
order for the new heavenly order. How serious it 
is when men set up the order of shadows of Aaron, 
for the reality in Christ. 

Our Lord said to the woman at the well, ‘The 
hour cometh when ye shall neither in this moun- 
tain nor in Jerusalem worship the Father.” ‘God 
is a Spirit and they that worship Him must wor- 
ship Him in spirit and in truth.” John 4:21, 24. 

In view of the High Priesthood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ we get a deeper understanding if we 
remember that although Aaron’s was of another 
_ order, it foreshadowed the reality of Christ’s 
order. 

Aaron was a man and as such could have com- 
passion on the infirmities of mankind, “We have 
not an High Priest who cannot be touched with 
a feeling of our infirmities.” Heb. 4:15. 
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Aaron was appointed by God. “Christ glori- 
fied not Himself to be called High Priest,” but 
He who said, “Thou art my Son,” said also, 
“Thou art an High Priest.” Heb. 5:5. 

Aaron was anointed with oil and Christ with the 
Holy Spirit at His baptism. 

The robes of Aaron are especially helpful in 
understanding the work of Christ. First men- 
tioned in the order of Exodus is the Ephod. On 
either shoulder was a stone with the names of the 
tribes inscribed thereon. Ex. 28:12, “‘Aaron shall 
bear their names on his shoulders.” Thus Christ 
bears His people. Isa. 9:6-7, “Unto us a child 
is born; unto us a Son is given and the govern- 
ment shall be upon His shoulders.” Christ bears 
the lost lamb home upon His shoulders. The 
child borne upon the shoulders of his father feels 
secure and happy and so does the trusting Chris- 
tian. It is interesting to remember that these 
stones were both alike. As purchased ones up- 
held by His power, we are all equally precious. 
On that resurrection morn none of His own will 
be left but all will be like Him. ‘When He 
shall appear we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as He is.” . 

On this Ephod hung the breastplate, a square 
piece set with twelve different stones. “Aaron 
shall bear the children of Israel upon his heart 
when he goes into the Holy Place as a memorial 
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before the Lord.” Ex. 28:20. Christ also bears 
us upon His heart. “Greater love hath no man 
than this—that he lay down his life for his 
friends.” ‘Love one another as I have loved 
you.” He is our intercessor, bearing us ever on 
His heart before the throne of grace. What 
blessed comfort as we kneel to pray and as we 
serve from day to day. 

These stones are not alike but all different. 
Jesus loves each individual; each one has his own 
place, his own special luster. The more light, the 
more these stones sparkle—some by Jesus Christ, 
the Light of the world, before the throne of the 
Father, radiant with ineffable light they shine 
with all the reflected glory of God. The world 
does not see God’s people thus brilliantly radiant, 
for the breastplate is worn only in the Holy of 
Holies. 

We remember in Balaam’s prophecy, those 
wonderful words concerning Israel, words of com- 
mendation and praise—‘‘He hath not beheld 
iniquity in Jacob.” ‘How goodly are thy tents 
~ O Jacob!” 

God sees His people gleaming on the breast- 
plate of the coming One, sees them as they will 
be when He bears them before the throne. When 
you are discouraged, feeling helpless and unfit, re- 
‘member the breastplate over the heart of your 
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great High Priest, where we shine with unabated 
glory before the throne of God. 

Upon the forehead of Aaron was a plate in- 
scribed with the words “Holiness unto the Lord.” 
Concerning this, God said it was to be “always 
upon his forehead that they (Israel) may be ac- 
cepted.” Only that Holiness of Christ always 
presented to our God gives us a right to appear 
before the throne—we are “accepted in the be- 
loved.” 

The colors in this Ephod are very carefully 
given: White linen—signifying Holiness, as 
Christ was without spot, the Holy One of God. 
Blue—for his heavenly character. Thus, in the 
Psalms you read, “The heavens declare the glory 
of God” and the Hebrew reads “The heavens 
‘sapphire’ the glory of God” In the Revelation 
the elders see God standing on sapphire. Blue 
stands for the heavenlies from whence our High 
Priest came and where He has gone to make inter- 
cession for us. Purple—the color of royalty—our | 
priest, as we saw, is after the order of Melchiz- 
edek, a King-Priest. Scarlet-—made from a worm 
crushed for the purpose, representing so vividly 
the humiliation and‘death of our Saviour when 
He offered Himself up for our sins. 

Moreover, into all these was cunningly woven 
a wire of gold—woven with hidden skill in- 
tricately among the other threads, gold standing 
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for His deity, skillfully interwoven into His 
humanity. 

Reading the Gospels you see Him asleep as a 
tired man in a boat, and suddenly arising as God 
to still the storm and waves. You see him weep- 
ing as a man, sorrowing for his friend outside the 
tomb of Lazarus and with a word as God he 
raises Lazarus from the dead. Truly the Holy 
Spirit has woven cunningly the gold and fine 
_ twined linen into one—a mystery. 

There was also the robe of the Ephod. It was 
all of one piece, and not to be rent, prophetic of 
the vesture of our Lord for which the soldiers 
cast lots. 

Around the bottom of the robe were pome- 
granates and golden bells. The pomegranate is a 
fruit filled with seed surrounded by a red fluid. 
This fruit, the most fruitful of all oriental fruits 
in its red juice is a wonderful picture of the 
Saviour’s fruitful work on Calvary. The golden 
bells proclaimed this glad news to man. As the 
people waited outside the tabernacle they could 
hear the tinkling of the golden bells as their 
High Priest ministered before the Lord in the 
Holy of Holies and they knew their offering had 
been accepted and their priest was alive in the 
presence of God. We hear the ringing of the 
golden bells of the Gospel proclaiming that our 
High Priest is alive within the Holy of Holies. 
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While the High Priest carried the blood into 
the Holy of Holies, the people waited silently 
outside, but as soon as he reappeared a great shout 
of rejoicing arose over the waiting host. Though 
our High Priest has gone into the heavenlies 
making intercession for us, “Unto those that look 
for Him shall He appear a second time, apart 
from sin unto salvation.” Then shall 


“We shout the glad song, 
Christ returneth, hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! Amen. 
Hallelujah! Amen.” 


VIII 


Christ the Prince of Peace 


“His name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace.” IsataH 9:6. 


Amid the disaster of the last great war and the 
constant strife that is shaking nearly every na- 
tion to-day one can almost hear a great longing 
ery rise from the throats of the people of the 
world, an international hymn of prayer for de- 
liverance, for peace. The pitiful thing of it all 
is that they do not realize or believe that until 
they welcome the Prince of Peace there can only 
be war. 

The Jew’s favorite greeting was Shalom 
(peace). His wish for himself and friends was 
peace. So it came that the hope of the coming 
Messiah was full of charm to the Jew in its prom- 
ise of peace—a time when unmolested from ma- 
rauding bands of enemies without, free from the 
tyranny of evil rulers within. Each man might 
sit under his own vine and fig tree and eat with 


his family of the fruit of the land undisturbed. 
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All this was centered in his greeting “Shalom” 
(peace). 

They were not looking for a world subduing 
Messiah—they were looking for a strong de- 
liverer. Their longing is expressed by the two 
disciples on the way to Emmaus—‘“‘We thought it 
had been He who should deliver Israel.” So the 
promise in Isaiah that the coming One is to be 
the Prince of Peace and that of His government 
and peace there was to be no end, made their 
weary, longing hearts stir with the vision of a 
long, unbroken peace—the wild beasts tame, 
feeding like cattle, even the vine growing instead 
of the thistle. All mankind and all nature in a 
great eternal Sabbath of tranquility. 

Hundreds of years had elapsed; things had 
only grown worse; peace seemed forever to have 
taken the wings of the morning and flown from 
the land of promise. But God is faithful, re- 
membering His covenants and out on the hillside 
where David, the sweet singer of Israel, played 
upon his harp, psalms of prophetic vision—there 
burst forth from heaven itself a choir of heay- 
enly singers, proclaiming the coming of the Prince 
of Peace—“Glory to God in the highest, on earth 
peace to men of good will!” 

The long-looked-for peace of Israel, the Prince 
of Peace, had come. But we find anything but 
peace to Israel, for Israel failed to discern the 
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day of her visitation. She rejected the Lord of 
Glory. Their spiritual vision was dulled and 
they failed to understand the great basic stone of 
scripture that the whole trouble was not in the 
order of government, but in the estrangement be- 
tween God and man, that unless there was peace 
with God the world would never have peace. 

They had failed to understand the prophecy of 
Isaiah in which he proclaims that ‘The chas- 
tisement of our peace is upon Him.” The shep- 
herds had failed to understand the angels whose 
Message was not peace on earth but peace on 
earth to men of good will. 

Jesus was to be the great Peacemaker as such 
the Prince of Peace but His first task was to 
make peace with God. 

In Ephesians we learn that “He is our peace, 
having abolished in His flesh the enmity, to make 
in Himself of twain one new man, and that He 
might reconcile both unto God in one body on the 
Cross, having slain the enmity thereby.” We hear 
people talk about making their peace with God. 
You cannot do that; only the Prince of Peace can 
do that, and that has been done on Calvary. 

In Job God says He makes peace, ‘Whether 
it be for nation or whether it be for men.” Now 
men naturally try to make a false peace. God 
says of such that they have made “an agreement 
with hell and a covenant with death.” 


74 Looking Unto Jesus 


Again he says, ‘““They say peace and safety 
and then cometh sudden destruction.” 

Men have been pointing to the last war, to the 
present national unrest, greater than war time and 
asking “Where is the angelic message?” “Where 
is the Prince of Peace?’ 

They are blind, leaders of the blind, even as the 
old Jew they fail to see that all peace must be 
founded by peace with God and that the angelic 
message was that there was to be peace to men 
of good will. They have rejected God’s way, the 
only way, and set about to establish their own 
peace. Men are not at peace with each other 
because they are not at peace with God. 

You say you are a prophet of pessimism, a 
dispenser of gloom? No! Only a declarer of the 
fundamental laws of God’s moral universe. 

In the early days men tried to make laws of ' 
trade contrary to the laws of economics. They 
tried to make all money flow into a country, all 
goods flow out. It is impressed upon our minds 
in the English trade laws against which our 
country rebelled. You cannot make trade laws 
contrary to fundamental laws of supply and de- 
mand and exchange; you are trying to change an 
economic law by a legislative law. It cannot be — 
permanently done. 

No more can you change a fundamental moral 
law by any form of legislative enactment. Peace 
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is a moral thing—God says in His divine fiat 
that it can only come through men having peace 
with Him and the only way to have that is 
through Jesus Christ. 

‘Now you may not like that idea. But remem- 
ber God does not prevent you. He does not say 
you may not. He says you cannot. 

If nations attempt this moral good we call 
peace, by legislative enactment without the Lord 
Jesus then do not call me a prophet of pessimism 
if I tell you they will fail. 

Now that which is true of nations is especially 
true of each one of us. If you have not peace 
then it is because you are trying to obtain that 
peace in some other way than through the Prince 
of Peace. May I say it reverently—Jesus Christ 
has a corner on Peace. In the first place, because 
He has the only source of supply. He controls the 
only medium of supply—the Holy Spirit, the only 
access to your heart, where you must have peace 
if it is going to do you any good. 

Before he leaves he declares to His disciples, 
“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto. 
you, not as the world giveth give I unto you.” 

The world gives you peace in outward circum- 
stances, in things and happenings, and as soon as 
the moment is passed that same old gnawing rest- 
lessness is at work. 

If you have accepted peace made with God and 
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that experience has not entered into your life, then 
there is just one way to a more definite appro- 
priation of the Prince of Peace for your life. 

The formula is given thus: “Be anxious for 
nothing but in everything by prayer and suppli- 
cation with thanksgiving make your requests 
known unto God and the peace of God which 
passeth all understanding shall keep your hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus.” “Acquaint thyself 
with Him and be at peace.” 

It comes by the way of faith—“Being justified 
by faith we have peace with God.” The Lord 
says to you what He says to the seeking woman, 
“Go in peace; thy faith hath made thee whole.” 

The Lord, having finished the wonderful heart 
to heart talks of John 14, 15 and 16, says, ‘““These 
things have I told you that in me ye might have 
peace.” “In the world ye shall have tribulation 
but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” 

There is to be a future realization of peace 
when the Prince of Peace returns. That we call 
the blessed hope of the Church. All those who 
have found peace in Jesus Christ look for the 
day of which the prophets speak when the Prince 
of Peace shall establish His government and “‘of 
His government and of His peace there shall be - 
no end.” You say you are skyscraping—yes, but 
that is better than mud raking. 

There can be no peace without the Prince of 
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Peace until the day when the Sun of Righteous- 
ness will appear with healing in His wings. “The 
whole creation groans and travaileth in pain to- 
gether until now awaiting the adoption; to wit, 
the redemption of the Sons of God’—that’s ws. 
We hail that day when He shall stand upon the 
nations in commotion and as on Galilee—speak, 
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Bpedce ; 
We, “Hail the heaven born Prince of Peace 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!” 
“O Christ my Lord and King, 
This is the prayer I bring; 
This is the song I sing: 
Thy Kingdom come.” 


IX 
Christ the Light of the World 


“Then spake Jesus again unto them saying, 
I am the Light of the world; he that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness but shall have the 
light of life.” JoHn 8: 12. 


We have been studying together about the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Now we are to consider Christ 
as “The Light of the World.” 

Some people are very much disturbed and 
sometimes become unbelievers because there are 
certain things in the spiritual world they cannot 
comprehend. One of these mysteries is the per- 
son of Christ and because they do not see how 
one person could have two natures, a divine na- 
ture and a human nature, they go off into all 
sorts of vagaries of skepticism and wretchedly 
unsatisfying beliefs. 

Now we want to see our Saviour as the Light 
of the World. Suppose instead of that we were 
merely going to discuss the subject of “light.” 
Do you think there would be no mysteries? You — 
say, “Oh, I know all about ‘Ligh?’ ; but do you?’ 


Did you know that light travels 186,000 miles 
78 
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per second and yet it is not a substance? Can 
you conceive of anything moving at that speed 
seven times around the world in the tick of a clock 
and yet not a substance? It is a process and car- 
ried on by some media of which we know but 
little. It is a vibration, yet, though passing 
through the vibrations of the air it is not carried 
by the vibrations of the air, for the vibrations 
of the air are one million times slower than the 
vibrations of light. Moreover, light comes by 
vertical vibrations while air has only horizon- 
tal vibrations. This media upon which light vi- 
brations travel is capable of penetrating crystals 
and probably opaque substances, yet not a sub- 
stance. Again in its movement through these 
solids it is not carried by the vibrations of the 
solids but by something whose vibrations are 
Many times more rapid than the vibrations of 
the substance through which it passes. 

Now the fact that the human mind cannot 
conceive of such phenomena and that no scientist 
has even formulated a hypothesis to explain them, 
which is without serious objections, does not keep 
you from enjoying the light and using it, whether 
it be from the incandescence on the sun 90,000,- 
000 miles away or the incandescence in a mazda 
bulb nine feet away. 

Jesus Christ, who created these marvels of the 
universe must naturally be more marvelous than 
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are they. If you do not understand so common 
a phenomenon as light, is it thought to be a 
thing strange that there are things about the 
Creator of that light which you do not under- 
stand? As you enjoy the light, enjoy also the 
author of light and leave with him the mysteries 
you do not understand. 

This should cause us to approach our Saviour 
with reverent and humble hearts. Though we 
may not understand all that He means by the ex- 
pression “I am the Light of the world,” we can 
nevertheless rejoice in His radiance. 

“As long as I am in the world I am the Light 
of the world.” That is just the same as saying 
the world is in darkness except for Jesus Christ. 
Whatever Jesus means by saying He is the “Light 
of the World” as long as He is in the world; it 
is necessarily true that He is always “‘the Light” | 
for He never changes. 

The coming of night does not mean the sun 
is not shining—it merely means the earth is ob- 
structing its light from us. 

Now if the light of Christ, which is eternal 
and everlasting, does not shine upon all the world, 
there must be an obstruction. 

God’s Word tells us just what this obstruction 
is. The only obstruction that can keep the light - 
of a Holy God from shining upon man—Sin. Sin 
has put the world in darkness. Sin has thrown the 
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switch and broken the connections and all the 
glory of Heaven is cut off from this darkened 
world. So it is that in God’s Word darkness is 
used as a type of Sin. “Light is come into the 
world and men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil.” 

Jesus Christ is “The Light of the World’— 
not @ light. Some men would have us believe 
that He is one of the lights of the world, that 
Mohammed and Buddha and Confucius are all 
messengers of God, and that all religions are 
parts of one religion and all is of God—that every 
teligious belief is a road to God and all lead 
ultimately to the City of God. 

This is based on a false assumption for the 
differences between other religions and Chris- 
tianity are not superficial and accidental differ- 
ences. They are essential differences. They are 
utterly and fundamentally contradictory; so 
much so, that if one is true, the other by sheer 
force of logic must be false. 

Even the very morals are contradictory, and 
black of one becomes white to the other. For 
‘instance, both Buddhism and Hinduism deny the 
existence of a personal God. How can a religion 
which annihilates God be a way to God? 

. Castelar would have us believe that God passes 
from pagoda to pyramid, pyramid to synagogue, 
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synagogue to basilica, basilica to cathedral, like 
lightning. 

Martin, in his “Unity of Religions,” tells us 
that each religion sounds a note, and all together 
blend into one great religious harmony. Or that 
each is a prismatic color, blending into the pure 
white light of universal religion. That all sounds 
beautiful but the facts of investigation reveal no 
such concord. 

There are notes of truth in these religions, but 
all notes so far as true are in Christianity and 
ring with clearer, fuller, finer tone. All colors so 
far as true blend in Christ, the great white light 
of the world. 

No other religion can supply a single arch, 
column or facade not already possessed by the 
Temple of Jesus Christ. 

He is the only true ‘Light of the World” 
because He gave them the only religion which has 
a universal creed taking in every race, nation, and 
caste, revealing to them God as a Holy, wise, lov- 
ing, Heavenly Father—infinitely tender, owning 
all who come as His children. All other religious 
leaders have left for their people a religion, nar- 
row, provincial and* revealing a host of gods 
before whom the people live in constant and 
abject fear. In the darkness of fear shadowing 
the minds and lives of men of all other religions 
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He brings the light of Love. That flash of love 
dispels the night of fear and superstition. 

Christ, “The Light of the World,” because He 
is the only One who ever clearly diagnosed the 
disease of Humanity and offered satisfactory 
balm. He places sin at the source of all its mis- 
ery and need, and since He alone has correctly 
located the source of the disease, He alone can 
offer perfect relief. 

Christ, “The Light of the World,’ through 
His perfect moral standard and unique in that 
He places Himself at the center of this highest 
of ideals ever set before men. Compared to Christ 
the gods of the heathen are grossly immoral. 
They set low standards and then do not pretend 
to keep even these. 

In Psalm 37:6 you read “‘God’s righteousness 
is Light.” 

Think of the standards of what is right outside 
of Christ. ‘Might makes right’”—right to en- 
slave men, right to kill a slave. Right to divorce 
the wife, right of a monarch to kill whom he will, 
right to kill all unfortunates, right for parents to 
slay their children, right to throw them to the 
god of the Ganges—for crocodiles to eat, right 
to burn them in the furnace to Moloch. Com- 
pare those things with the standard of right and 
wrong set by Jesus Christ. He zs the Light of 
the World’s Righteousness, for outside of Him 


84 Looking Unto Jesus 


men put darkness for light and light for darkness. 
He is the Light because “The Light maketh mani- 
fest.” It is only as He has held up before us 
right that we can see wrong, only as He has held 
up goodness that we see evil. Only as He has © 
held up the truth do we see the false. He is the 
Light of the world in that He has made men 
to see. 

“Light maketh manifest.” Arriving in New 
York City one night the writer crossed through 
the Hudson tube to the Erie Station. There he 
took a train up the Hudson to Nyack. It was 
dark and raining and as the taxi bounced along 
the prospect was anything but cheerful. Arriving 
at the destination, his host, after a short chat, 
took him to his room. Looking out of the window 
all was blackness and the sound of driving rain. 
Far below gleamed here and there a misty street 
light. Then after a night’s sleep came the morn- 
ing and what a sight! Sunrise across the beautiful 
Hudson with all the beauty of its shores and 
wooded slopes and sheer bluffs. “Light maketh 
manifest.” 

Again the writer entered by the golden gate- 
way, our great Pacific port, San Francisco. It 
was night and most of the passengers were sleep- 
ing soundly. Our last daylight view had been © 
the beautiful expanse of green, white capped 
ocean waves. In the morning we awoke to look 
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out upon the roof and platform of a dirty, damp, 
dismal dock, evil smelling, and altogether unat- 
tractive. “Light maketh manifest.” The same 
light reveals the beauty of the good, the holy and 
the true, and the repulsiveness of the evil, the vile 
and the false. 

Everyone that doeth evil hateth the light 
because his deeds are made manifest. All men 
do not receive Jesus Christ but they know they 
are in darkness because of His light. Jesus 
Christ lays bare to the world that which is evil 
and that which is good. 

He has laid before the world in His life and 
death a pathway of light to the throne of glory. 
“He that hath the light doth not stumble.” We 
know where we are going and we know the ad 
because He lights the way. 

Around the Black Forest of Germany have 
been placed great searchlights to draw out the 
moths. When they see it, the dark forest loses 
its attraction and oblivious to all else they wing 
their way to the source of light—so we, not to 
_ destruction but to blessing, follow this white 
highway of light to the Father of Light. 

Early one Easter morning I went to see the 
Easter Services held in the Eagle Rock Mountains 
near Los Angeles. Climbing the first ridge just 
when the gray dawn was breaking, I was thrilled 
at the sight—across the valley on the top of bare 
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Eagle Rock stood a brilliant, shining cross. 
With my eyes fixed upon the cross, I made my 
way down the mountain side, across the valley to 
the foot of the rock. So for twenty centuries 
have men followed the gleam across the valley of 
this world’s shadow to the foot of the cross. 

Jesus Christ has been the Beacon Light of sal- 
vation to the world and all who would might 
follow Him to the realm where no night is. That 
is what it means when it says, “In Him was life 
and the life was the light of men.” 

Jesus Christ has meant much for the lighting 
of every man that cometh into the world. Re- 
publics, freedom of thought, liberty of conscience, 
humanity of feeling for the unfortunate, civic 
and national righteousness. Those blessings we 
so much enjoy in our country are here only because 
Christ has been here. Yet, while this is true for 
all men, especially is Jesus Christ the Light for 
those who have taken Him as their life. The 
Life in Him is the Light of men. It is that new 
life received from Him that makes all the world 
different. That brings peace and joy and rest 
such as no one outside of Christ even dreams 
exists and such as no other religion on the face of 
the earth offers or thinks of offering. Jesus 
Christ, the Light of the world, yes, but best of — 
all—Jesus Christ the Light of my life, whose 
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alluring beams guide me to the way, the truth 
and the life. 

When we face that light, each step of the way 
grows clearer, brighter, until one day we step into 
fullness of the mid-day glow, the light directly 
oer us hangs like a benediction. 

But as with all great blessings go great respon- 
sibilities, so when we receive that light we are 
called children of the light and are to be light 
bearers in the world. 

In Phil. 2:15 Paul says, ‘Ye shine as lights 
in the world,” and the Greek is phoster light 
givers in the world. People see the light of Christ 
reflected in us. 

Our Lord says, “Let your light so shine before 
men that they may see your good works and glo- 
rify your Father which is in Heaven.” We bring 
glory to God when we reflect without a flaw the 
light of Christ. 

If you have the light and do not give forth a 
beam, you dishonor God. If I had an electric 
bulb painted black it would be a poor light for 
_ me. It must be clean and clear. There is plenty 
of light giving current flowing from Jesus Christ, 
the Light of the world. Let us cleanse the glass, 
for the best of lights is dim if the globe is dirty 
or colored. 

Do you know: 
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“The legend they tell of one 
Who sought to build a temple to the sun, 
And reared the chiseled stone and burnished gold, 
But still the splendid walls were dark and cold 
Until, another architect appeared, 
A temple of transparent glass he reared, 
And lo, the sun came down his work to own, 
And with his glory thru the temple shone, 
So let my soul be flooded with Thy light, 
So let my heart be opened to Thy sight 
That I may let Thy glory through me shine 
And shed on all around thy light divine.” 


“The Light of the world is Jesus, 
The Light of the world is He.” 


xX 
Christ the Good Shepherd 


“T am the good Shepherd. The good Shepherd . 
giveth His life for the sheep.” JoHN 10:11. 


Of all the pictures of the Lord Jesus in the 
Book there is none so full of comfort, assurance 
and tenderness as the picture of the good Shep- 
herd. It calls to mind all the detailed, thoughtful 
provision for the needs of life—waking and 
sleeping, day and night—through the darkness to 
the morning and then—one’s mind moves rest- 
fully on, into the sunlight of eternal day and the 
eternal shepherding thereof. 

The Lord Jesus’ claim to be the good Shepherd 
is simply a reaffirmation of His promise in the 
Old Testament so beautifully expressed in Isaiah 
40:11. “He shall feed His flock like a Shep- 
herd: He shall gather the lambs in His arms, and 
carry them in His bosom.” It is the New Testa- 
ment commentary on the Twenty-third Psalm. 
“The Lord is my Shepherd.” 

As a Shepherd, He promises to feed His flock 


—they shall go in and out and find pasture. In 
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that semi-arid country, the shepherd must know 
where the grassy plots were to be found. There 
is never a famine where Jesus Christ is the recog- 
nized Shepherd of a flock. He feeds His own 
and their souls are satisfied. The reason some 
Christians’ lives are not properly nourished is 
because they have not yielded them to the good 
Shepherd. 

Do you ever feel your life barren and uninter- 
esting, that it is lacking, that it is bitter and all 
at sixes and sevens? You have just failed to get 
into the Lord’s pasture. He has just the food you 
need. You have been hunting your own food. 
You have been eating what you thought was good 
for you and you are getting sick and weak on it. 
Surrender your life to Him and be willing to take 
what He says is good and remember the Shepherd 
knows what is good for His sheep. There is a 
plant in the East that appears to be food and is 
filling, but those who eat it starve to death, for it 
has no nourishment whatever. Many Christians’ 
lives are starving because they are living only on 
what seems to be food and contains nothing to 
nourish. 

As a Shepherd He heals the sick ones and binds 
up those with broken limbs. Sheep are very sus- 
ceptible to disease. In the sheep raising states 
they have very rigid laws of quarantine for pre- 
venting the spread of diseases among sheep. They 
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require every sheep to be dipped in a solution 
prepared by the state and shipped to the rancher. 
A large sheep ranch near the writer’s place dipped 
its sheep each year under state supervision at a 
cost of $1,000. In a country without such laws 
each shepherd must care for the health of his 
flock. 

In Isaiah 53 it says, “He hath borne our sick- 
nesses and carried our pains.” From Calvary 
there has flowed a healing stream for His own. 
Sin-sick souls find there a remedy that heals for- 
ever their curse. Broken hearts find there a balm 
that soothes. The healing Shepherd is a picture 
of tenderness. As such a Shepherd He proclaims 
Himself in the synagogue at Nazareth; as such a 
Shepherd He answers John the Baptist’s ques- 
tion, “Art Thou He, or look we for another?” 

It was as such a Shepherd I loved to present the 
Lord Jesus to the men with whom I worked in 
prison. 

Whenever one called for favorite hymns, the 
request always came for “Pass me not O gentle 
Saviour.” It voices the cry of a sin-sick world, 
afflicted, tortured, suffering, at the hands of 
Satan. 

“Pass me not, O gentle Shepherd! Wear my 
humble cry.”” How blessed that His ear does not 
miss the faintest bleat of the weakest, most sick, 
most wounded of His flock. The world is filled 
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with those cries, wrung by the agony of men’s 
great need. What a change would be wrought 
if they got their eyes on the healing Shepherd! 
What a challenge to help them to see! 

As Shepherd He leads His flock. Time and 
again you hear this expression in God’s Word. 
“They are as sheep without a shepherd.” 

In that country of Palestine George Adam 
Smith says, “One never sees a flock without a 
shepherd, for the lurking wolves and jackals and 
hyenas would soon tear them to pieces.” They are 
without a shepherd. In all of the confusion of 
men’s lives, in all of the confusion of the world 
situation, one thing is evident—they are without 
a shepherd. The great call in Europe is for lead- 
ers who will lead out of this chaos. In all their 
calling they refuse the only Leader who knows 
and so shall it be until He shall rule whose right 
it is. 

The good Shepherd goes before His sheep— 
they have but to follow. It is not necessary that 
they know the way. They need only to follow. 
Sheep will not cross a bridge or go through water, 
so the shepherds in our country train two or more 
pet lambs to follow them and when they reach a 
place where the sheep refuse to go, they go ahead 
followed by these pets. The rest of the flock fol- 
low. The great problem of every Christian’s life 
is guidance always to know the beckon of the 
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Lord’s hand—always to follow. The solution of 
the problem rests in trustful daily following. If 
you are not day by day following in the small 
things you cannot possibly know where He leads 
in the big things. You do not know His voice. 
“My sheep hear My voice and follow Me,” says 
the good Shepherd. 

In Palestine the sheep mingle from different 
herds at noontime, but after the noontime is past, 
each shepherd moves away and each sheep fol- 
lows its own shepherd when he calls. It knows 
his voice, knows it because it has heard it so often. 
If day by day you are listening to that voice, you 
will know it when He seeks to guide and direct 
your life. 

It is such a wonderful comfort to know that as 
He is going before us nothing comes to us except 
it come through Him. The world is such a big 
wilderness. There are so many highways and by- 
ways through life. It is so easy to be led off here 
or there by some appealing lure. Especially is 
that true for young people. So many paths will 
open. So many voices will call. My heart goes 
out to the young man and young woman with 
the problems of life’s choosing. I see so many 
making some hasty and unthinking choice and 
then see their faces set with sickening disillusion- 
ment. You can almost hear them say, as I have 
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heard them say, “Oh! I didn’t know it was like 
this!” ; 

One young person told me once such a tale and 
I said, ““You have made a ‘mess’ of your life,” and 
that one said, ‘“Yes, I have made a ‘mess’ of it.” 
Then I said, “Will you now let Him guide the 
way?’ There is also in the choices of these young 
lives such glorious possibilities. These threads 
which may be so inextricably tangled may also 
be woven into gorgeous tapestries, full of charm 
and beauty and service. We older people have our 
responsibility to faithfully give to them the true 
things, the worth while things, the big things in 
life—to give them a true sense of life’s values 
and a true perspective. 

The surest way you can have your life guided 
into the richest fullness is to be led by the great 
Shepherd, who knows the way and who best of all 
knows you. : 

Others may misunderstand you, but He under- 
stands you and therefore can lead you aright. “I 
know my sheep and am known of mine.” 

“He will guide thy steps aright 
Through the vale and o’er the height, 
It is glory just to walk with Him.” 

As a Shepherd He protects His sheep. In this’ 
time of national turmoil, social upheaval and un- 
certainty, we have the assurance of His protecting 
care. In the twenty-third Psalm we read “Thy 
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rod and Thy staff they comfort me.” It is popu- 
lar to-day to try to rob God of that rod of correc- 
tion and judgment. But as for me, “It comforts 
me.” As I lived alone out in a country of wild 
animals and wilder men, it was with a sense of 
security that I would reach out at night and feel 
my gun near me. As I view the present situation, 
as any sane man will view it to-day, full of un- 
certainty and ominous portent, His rod and His 
staff comfort me. 

As a Shepherd, He seeks and saves the lost— 
“All we like sheep have gone astray,” but Jesus 
has come seeking us. 

It is the shepherd heart of Jesus. That is the 
origin of our salvation. It is that that caused 
Him to lay down His life for His lost sheep. 

It is as natural for Jesus to bear another’s bur- 
den as for us to bear our own. Jesus’ shepherd 
heart causes Him to care for you even if no one 
else cares for you. He cares for you even if you 
do not care for yourself. Men and women are 
throwing their lives away because they do not care 
—but Jesus loves and cares for even those who 
do not care. “Casting all your care upon Him 
for He careth for you.”’ It matters to Him what 
happens to you. The seeking Shepherd is a won- 
derful revelation of the heart of God. 

The sheep had gone out of the light of life 
into the darkness of death. The death sentence 
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hung upon all men—when the great Shepherd 
came seeking His sheep. It was necessary in order 
to deliver from death that He bear the death sen- 
tence—that He coming back to the realm of light 
and life might “lead captivity captive and give 
gifts unto men.” 

It cost a great deal for Jesus to bring His lost 
sheep into the fold, but how glad I am He paid the 
price—that “He loved me and gave Himself for 
me.” 

And ask Mary Magdalene; ask the Woman of 
Samaria; ask the dying thief upon the cross and 
they will tell you of the heart of the seeking 
Shepherd. “I was sinking deep in sin—when love 
lifted me.” And I have heard the testimony of 
many a Mary Magdalene and many a thief— 
many a poor lost sinner, as they told how Jesus 
had come seeking and calling and how when they 
answered He brought them safely home, restor- ~ 
ing the years that sin had eaten. 

Oh the wonder of the heart of the Shepherd, 
the seeking Shepherd! You talk to me of your 
other religions and your other faiths; show me 
one with a seeking Shepherd; show me one going 
out into the wilderness of the world’s sin and 
misery and bringing back out of the depths of 
despair the lost, the castaway. . 


“Saviour, like a Shepherd lead us, 
Much we need Thy tenderest care, 
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In Thy pleasant pastures feed us 
For our use Thy folds prepare.” 


“We are Thine; do Thou befriend us, 
Be the guardian of our way; 
Keep Thy flock; from Sin defend us, 
Seek us when we go astray: 
Blessed Jesus, 
Hear, Oh hear us, when we pray.” 


XI 
Christ the Vine 


“T am the vine, ye are the branches: He that 
abideth in Me, and I in Him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit: for without me ye can do 
nothing.” JOHN 15:5. 


In the picture Christ calls to our minds of 
Himself as the “True Vine” we get a view of the 
privilege, the place and the duty of the Christian 
and the whole church in the world. 

In Jewish thought the vine was typical of 
Israel’s spiritual life, just as the fig tree was typi- 
cal of Israel’s national life. 

When Jesus refers to the vine as Himself, His 
father as the Husbandman and the followers of 
Jesus as the branches, they at once understand 
that Jesus referred to the spiritual relation exist- 
ing between Himself and His Father and His dis- 
ciples. 

“IT am the vine—the true one.” Whatever is to 
characterize the coming order of things one thing 
is made clear. Jesus Christ is to be its center, its 
source. From Him is to come its life, its growth, 


its very nature and productiveness. That is a 
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matter very important for us to realize. It will 
determine the nature of our work and our entire 
attitude toward our spiritual life. 

Any preaching that has not Christ for its cen- 
ter is not preaching in God’s sight. It may be a 
brilliant effort; it may be a power over men’s 
minds but it is not preaching. 

Any work done for God without Christ as the 
center is not Christian service. 

Any prayer without Christ as the center is not 
a teal prayer. 

Any giving without Christ as the motive is not 
recognized by God. 

Very often we have too much of religion but 
not enough of Christ. This is said in the effort 
to make you see Christ as the source of all our life. 

If your spiritual life is lost in a network of 
branches, go carefully, prayerfully back to the 
vine. Start all over with Him and let everything 
that follows be the dynamic of His life power 
in you. 

“T am the vine—the true one.” If I can only 
cause you to see the significance of that statement 
‘in the life of the church and in your own life, the 
whole church will move forward. 

Ask yourself in all that comes into your life, 
“Is this from the vine or is it from something 
else?’ What we want is vine impelled giving, 
vine impelled service, vine impelled living. See 
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that you life is the vine centered, Christ cen- 
tered life. If you center it anywhere else you 
will find that it will be lopsided and will run er- 
ratically as a wheel without a true center. 

The first statement the Lord makes following 
the statement of His relation to the disciples is 
that the branches in Him that do not bear fruit, 
the Father taketh them away. 

This is a statement that should give everyone 
pause. There must be a vital union. Everyone 
knows that if a branch is properly connected to 
a vigorous tree the branch will put forth signs 
of life. 

When the sap flows up in the spring all the live 
branches put forth leaves and on the fruit trees 
they put forth blossoms and fruit. If one branch 
fails to follow this course of nature, we trim it , 
off. 

The Father is represented as the Husbandman 
who goes through His vineyard and those branches 
which do not follow this course of Nature He cuts 
off and burns. 

In Isaiah the Lord puts this in the form of a 
parable. He planted a vineyard, cultivated it 
carefully, protected it by a hedge from wild ani- 
mals and by a watch tower from thieves and yet 
when He came, no fruit, so He took away the - 
fence and dug it up. 

None of us can be sure that anyone else is not 
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saved, but if there is no fruit to be seen, it is an 
ominous sign. I do not believe anyone can ever 
grasp the warm hand of the Master and not be 
stirred into life by the touch. Don’t entertain 
false hopes and come down to the grave without 
being saved. 

There are people who wait around, giving no 
attention to the Lord and the Church, until they 
are about ready to die and then they send for the 
minister. _ 

What is a minister to say? 

You must tell the truth, that is the purpose of a 
minister of God in a community and yet when 
death is stealing o’er the body you fear to wound. 

You say, “Will not deathbed repentance 
save?’ I suppose so, but how do you know it is 
repentance? Perhaps it is only fear. We are told 
that those who repent are to bring forth fruit 
of repentance. One at that time has no chance 
to bring forth the fruit of repentance. Don’t 
wait! 

Without further comment let me read you the 
Lord Jesus’ own words—not my words— but 
His words. ‘Every branch in me that beareth not 
fruit He taketh away—and men gather them and 
cast them into the fire and burn them.” 

The next thing the Lord says, ‘Every branch 
that beareth fruit, He cleanseth it that it may 
bear more fruit. 
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God’s purpose is to give to His people a fruit- 
ful life. He will cleanse each branch. Not only 
is this done by pruning the branch, but also by 
improving it. Jesus, turning to His disciples tells 
them they have been cleansed by the Word 
spoken unto them. 

A life cannot be fruitful that is not cleansed 
by the Word of God. If, as a church, we are 
going to bear more fruit, we must as a church 
have more of the Word of God. 

Parts of the branch must at times be pruned to 
increase its fruitfulness. 

California grapes are shipped across the conti- 
nent and are in great demand in the East because 
of their large and luscious character. If you go 
through a California vineyard after the pruning 
time, you would see nothing but a field of stumps. — 
Each year they are thus cut back and each year’s 
fruit comes from branches close to the vine. That 
accounts for both size and flavor, and oh! if you 
could just eat them when they have been left on 
the vine until the grape sugar has formed in them 
and they turn a clear transparent color, you would 
find nothing more delicious. When branches are 
prominent and the vine hidden, a church will 
not be a fruitful church. There may be lots of © 
fruit clusters but they will be small and sour when 
the vine is hidden. When anyone coming to the 
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church sees Christ above all, then the fruit will 
be large and luscious. 

God is the Husbandman of our vineyard. If 
you have a farm and passers-by see a poor crop, 
they immediately say that man is not much of a 
farmer. 

So if our vineyard is not bearing a good crop, 
it will bring discredit upon God. On the other 
hand, if our vineyard is laden with excellent 
fruit, men will glorify God. Men will see the 
barrenness in their own lives and want to be 
transplanted into the vineyard of God. 

The Lord further adds that those that abide 
as branches in Him shall ask what they will. 
That close relationship of the vine and the branch 
assures every Christian that the life of the Mas- 
ter shall at all times abundantly supply every 
need. “My God shall supply all your need ac- 
cording to His riches in Glory by Christ Jesus.” 
“If ye abide in Me and My words abide in you, 
ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done 
unto you.” That privilege is given only to the 

_ abiding ones. 

With God as the fence about His vineyard; 
with God as the High Tower; no harm can come 
to an abiding branch. 

And so the Lord’s parable is a parable of great 
responsibility—the responsibility of bearing fruit. 
But it is also a parable of great privilege, for like 
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the vine Jesus keeps nothing for Himself but gives 
all to others. If we could only learn that lesson 
—to measure our lives, not by the wine drunk 
but by the wine poured forth. 

Fruit bearing is a duty; yes, but more, fruit 
bearing is a natural process and the duty begins 
before—it begins with the abiding in Christ. It 
is, yes even more, it is a sign of life; and its 
absence, a sign of death. 

“T am the vine, ye are the branches.” When 
you have that place, your life will take upon it 
the nature of the vine from which it lives. The 
fruit will be seen in character and in action and 
it will always be fruit of the vine and not of 
anything else. 

By their fruits ye shall know them. 


“T know no life divided, 

O Lord of life, from Thee; 
In Thee is life provided 
For all mankind and me.” 


XII 
Christ the Bread of Life 


“And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of 
life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; 
and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.” 
JoHN 6:35. 


The great famines which have followed every- 
where upon the national upheavals have made 
more apparent than ever, how quickly a people 
become demoralized when their staff of bread is 
broken. Instead of a few unfortunates in a city 
bread line, we have witnessed nations in a bread 
line. 

Out of the suffering and misery of such con- 
ditions men have formulated plans of govern- 
ment and philosophies of life. They are plans 
and schemes conceived by men suffering from 
pangs of hunger and are, therefore, kingdoms of 
bread. 

When one is starving, one’s ideal of happiness is 
enough to eat. These last famines have not been 
all of the famines the world has ever seen. Count- 
less millions in all of her history have felt the 


pangs of privation and want. “The poor ye have 
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with you always.” It is therefore not a thing to 
be wondered at that in all the multitude of plans 
the central theme is the production of bread 
for all. 

Back of all preélection promises, looms large 
the full dinner pail. The emancipation of the 
slave became a certainty when the dinner pail 
argument grew strong. Prohibition became an 
amendment when the dinner pail voted for it. 

A famous general is reported as saying that an 
army moves on its stomach. He might have said 
“mankind” and not exaggerated. Paul, speaking 
to the Cretans, says, ‘‘whose god is their belly.” 
This, too, might be extended farther than the 
Isle of Crete without exaggeration. 

Jesus Christ is teaching out in an uninhabited 
country and a multitude has followed Him. 
When they are hungry, Jesus, full of compassion 
for their need feeds them. Thereupon they wish 
to make Him King, but He departs unto a moun- 
tain to pray. After a night spent in prayer in 
the mountains and storm at sea, He arrives in a 
boat on the other shore of Galilee. There again 
He meets the multitude. They say, “Master when 
camest Thou hither?” Jesus, knowing what was 
back of their interest answers, “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, ye seek me, not because ye saw the 
‘signs’ but because ye did eat of the loaves and 
were filled. Labor not for the meat which per- 
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isheth but for the meat which endureth unto ever- 
lasting life, which the Son of Man shall give unto 
you, for Him hath God the Father sealed.” 

They have failed to appreciate the significance 
of what has happened, that only the one who ful- 
filled the promise of God to Israel could do what 
He had done and they stood in the presence of 
Immanuel—God with us. Jesus tries to direct 
their thoughts thus but they still refuse to heed, 
asking, “What shall we do that we might work 
the work of God?’ Their question is the ques- 
tion of Simon Magus, seeking the gift of the 
Holy Spirit for personal gain. It betrays the 
overmastering passion for bread, blinding their 
spiritual eyes. Again Jesus tries to guide them, 
showing them that all things they now desire 
must come by first believing on Christ whom God 
had sent, who alone could free the world from 
that curse which made all this world’s privation 
and want. 

Now they try to hint more strongly, thinking 
He is the One who does not understand. “What 
sign shewest Thou then—our fathers did eat 
manna in the desert,” as it is written, “He gave 
them bread from heaven to eat.’ They even 
quote scripture so eager do they become. I imagine 
some had not quoted scripture for years, but they 
would do anything to get another free square 
meal. 
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Jesus tries to lead them from this scripture to 
realize that before them stands the true Bread 
sent from heaven—the divine supply for their 
every need. He is here in obedience to the Father’s 
will just to give them this Bread. 

Still failing to comprehend they say, “Lord 
evermore, give us this Bread.” Then Jesus says, 
“J am the Bread of Life; he that cometh to me 
shall never hunger.” Then as they murmur and 
argue and draw back, He tells them that all other 
bread results only in death and that unless they 
eat of Him, the Living Bread, they will die. The 
Bread which is to be the Life of the World is 
His flesh; that those who come to Him will 
live by Him. Then significantly the account says, 
“Many turned back and walked no more with 
Him.” 

Thus, you have told in clear language just 
what happened when Jesus offered Himself to the 
Jew. It is easy to see what was the matter. They 
were seeking wilderness bread—earthly manna, 
and when Jesus came offering them promised land 
Bread, heavenly Manna, they had no appetite for 
it, because they were living a wilderness life. 
Their desire showed their state. 

It is easy for us to see what was wrong with 
the old Jew but can we apply the same test to our 
own day. The world is begging, hoping for a 
kingdom of Bread, for one who shall fill their 
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mouths. They are at the same time refusing the 
Bread of Life, Jesus Christ, who has come to 
fill first their empty souls, their greatest need, 
their eternal need. They do not think far enough 
to realize the significance of His offer of Himself 
as the Living Bread. They do not realize that 
He whose power is so great, as to be able to 
satisfy the need of all the hungry souls of man- 
kind, to satisfy so that they shall never hunger 
in this life nor the one to come, that He can also 
satisfy the need of the body. He has clothed the 
lilies of the field and fed the birds of the air, 
how much more surely will He clothe those who 
come among men, whose souls are more precious 
than all else in the world and for whom He gave 
His life. 

Let us ask ourselves, have not we, even we 
who are Christians, come to the place where we 
do not actually believe in this almighty Bread 
of Life? Do we preach with conviction, believing 
in our own hearts that if men would seek first 
the Kingdom of Heaven and His Righteousness 
(Jesus Christ), all those things shall be added 
unto them? 

The trouble lies in a lack of appetite for spir- 
itual food. We can moreover never expect men 
and women outside of the church to develop a 
desire for the Bread of Life until men and women 
in the church have developed such a desire. 


110 Looking Unto Jesus 


To many church people their religion is really 
a weight. They easily develop religious indiges- 
tion. They have no appetite for spiritual food. 
We see conscientious church members, who at- 
tend services regularly, but attend in about the 
same spirit in which the old ascetic beat himself 
and starved and mutilated his body, thinking 
thereby to please God. Prayer meeting becomes 
like a dose of quinine, taken not for pleasure but 
for the hoped benefit. 

There are still many more who know this med- 
icine has been prescribed but it is also very bitter 
to them and not having even the virtue of the 
other members’ courage they do not take it at all. 
There is, however, also a group who love the serv- 
ices of the Lord’s house, who love to study His 
Word and commune much with Him finding in 
that communion pure delight. To them He is not - 
bitter, undesired medicine but invigorating food— 
“The Bread of Life.” 

Why is there this great difference? Why 
should the same food be to one bitter and to an- 
other delicious? It is not superficial; it is sys- 
temic. Their whole system needs a change. We 
speak of the new birth and the need of being 
born again. Many object to speaking thus but 
do not these facts indicate that there must be 
a change, that changes the entire life? You can- 
not enjoy spiritual food without a spiritual appe- 
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tite. As long as you are not born again, (I say it 
reverently) the Lord could not give you a heaven, 
for with such system, revolting at spiritual food, 
heaven would be torture. 

One wonders what makes people think that 
they are going to enjoy talking to the Lord in 
heaven, when they do not enjoy it here. We can 
see now why Jesus says, “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink His blood, ye have no life in you.” 
You cannot feed a natural body on spiritual food 
or a spiritual body on natural food. 

Our hearts are wrung by the pictures of phys- 
ical starvation coming in from various parts of 
the world. If we could look down upon mankind 
from God’s viewpoint under the light of eternity, 
and see the spiritual emaciation and starvation, 
we would stand back in horror. This starvation 
means a death that is everlasting. Souls are 
starving with abundant supply in Jesus Christ, 
ready to be poured out upon them. 

If mankind only realized it, that gnawing hun- 
ger is not from a lack of physical supply but 
from lack of spiritual supply. 

There is struggle and conflict among men to 
gain a larger share of this world’s goods—conflict 
of classes, conflict of nations, a restless dissatis- 
faction among men, not heeding Jesus of Naza- 
reth, without whom satisfaction will never come. 
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When Jesus Christ declared Himself the Bread 
of Life, He claimed to be as necessary and essen- 
tial to the spiritual life of mankind as bread to 
the physical life. No system of government that 
neglected to place the supply of man’s physical 
needs at the bottom of its system would be ac- 
cepted by man. No religion or religious life that 
fails to place Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, the 
only True Food for the spirit of man, as its 
center, will be accepted by God, nor will it sat- 
isfy man. 

Let us not make the mistake some are making 
and preach to starving humanity a gospel of 
Bread, a social gospel. Let us point them to the 
only One who can forever satisfy their hunger— 
spiritual and physical—Jesus Christ, the Bread of 
Life. 

If we are Christians and living a starved and 
emaciated life, let us turn from the food upon ~ 
which we feed, to Jesus Christ, the Bread of 
Heaven. 

As the bread we eat is assimilated into all parts 
of the body even down to the finest blood vessel 
and the tiniest nerve cell, so must we allow the 
Bread of Life, Jesus Christ, into every minutest 
detail and thought of our lives. Then our souls 
will prosper and be in health and that very pros- 
perity and health will preach sermons to those 
who are not thus fed. 
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Do you ask about the_question of eternal life? 
Death will be impossible where every fiber of the 
soul is s:lled and vibrant with the divine life. Of 
course, Jesus promises eternal life and resurrec- 
tion to those who feed upon Him. That life is 
in Him. 

“Break Thou the Bread of Life 
Dear Lord to me 


As Thou didst break the loaves 
By Galilee.” 


XIII 


Christ the Stone Which the Builders 
Rejected 


“Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in 
the scriptures, the stone which the builders re- 
jected, the same is become the head of the 
corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes?” MatTHEw 21: 42. 


When you set out to build a house you have a 
plan drawn that meets with your ideal. You have 
certain kinds of materials in mind and certain 
forms of decoration, etc. 

Everyone is building a building of life. As soon 
as one reaches the age of understanding he begins 
to choose his materials and form his ideals. The 
beginnings of that building seem trivial and un- 
important compared to the whole super-structure 
of life, but it is most strategic. 

Sometimes men build such flimsy structures in 
those foundation years that never are they able 
to rear a mighty building. That is the thoughtless — 
person, indifferent to the daily duties, lazy ama 
loving too much ease. 

Then we have seen those who build with soft 
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materials. Stucco may do for the decoration but 
steel and granite must be in the foundation. If 
this class of builders read, they read only the 
lightest fiction whose pages shiver with thrills 
and drip with molasses. 
_ If they play an instrument, they play songs, 
whose chief merit is rhythm that goes back to 
the utter barbaric in music—the snake dance of 
the Navajo and the war dance of the Hopi. 

Tf they go to college, they pick all of the snap 
courses in the curriculum. 

Have you seen that sort of builder? Then 
there is the builder who builds heavily in all of 
these things but builds only those things, and re- 
jects every stone that does not seem to make for 
his success. God’s Word says whether you build 
lightly or heavily, indolently or industriously, if 
you reject Jesus Christ, you reject the main stone 
in the building without which your whole build- 
ing will one day fall about you in a heap of 
ruins. 

Suppose you build such a building that all the 
world will gaze at its splendor. “The paths of 
glory lead but to the grave.” It will be like a 
beautiful rocket that bursts in the air pouring out 
showers of beautiful sparks. A murmur of ap- 
plause rises from the crowd and then all is black. 
“Like a snow flake on the river—a moment white 
then gone forever.” 
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The stone which the builders rejected has be- 
come the head of the corner. All that men are 
building to-day outside of Jesus Christ will pass 
away—the very earth itself—and there will be a 
new earth, and the Kingdom will be given to the 
Son of God and He will be the chief corner stone 
of all that is built thereon. If He has been re- 
jected in your building, you will have no part in 
that glorious future. The Stone which you re- 
jected has been made the chief part of all that 
is to come. 

I wonder if you are building without that elect 
and precious Stone—are you among those men 
who disallowed Him? Are you building only 
for this world? How much of Him is being built 
day by day in your life? Every day you are 
placing stones. Is He among them or have you 
pushed Him aside? 

If you do, then let me prophesy. That money 
which you desire will become as rust to eat up 
your flesh. That beautiful voice, that wonderful 
art of music, that great business achievement 
will become dust and ashes to you one day. 

Did you ever sit down and think? Suppose 
your life should be all your heart desires—filled 
to overflowing with what you want most to have 
or be. What would you be? What would you 
have? And then, do you take that next step into 
the future? 


—— = 
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The thing that has made England a compara- 
tively honorable nation so far is that many of 
her builders built Jesus Christ into the structure. 

The United States has a wonderful national 
history because her founders built in the Stone 
elect, precious. 

Germany, from whom has come most of our 
present day materialistic philosophy and higher 
criticism, rejected this Stone and covered Europe 
with carnage and slaughter. Infidel, licentious 
France is keeping up the hatred and vengeance. 

_ To-day in every country the majority of the 
people reject Jesus Christ. Nearly two thousand 
years ago God placed in Zion the elect and 
precious Stone that all buildings on this earth 
both personal and national might be beautiful 
and strong. “Strength and beauty are in Thy 
sanctuary.” But the Stone was rejected, disal- 
lowed, indeed, of men but chosen of God and 
precious. He is a Stone of stumbling and a rock 
of offence. They have rejected Him and they are 
always stumbling over Him. 

- Calvary was only the beginning of this rejec- 
tion. The Jews rejected Christ and crucified Him, 
but so have the other peoples. We are living in 
the day of Christ’s rejection. Think how He is 
crowded out. Most people cannot give Him one 
hour once a week. Comparatively few can find 
one hour for Him in the middle of the week, and 
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only the meagerest handful that would not be 
aghast if told they should give Him at least one 
hour each day. It is the day of His rejection. 
The world is rejecting Him, yes, but far worse; 
as a church, we are rejecting Him. Are we as in- 
dividuals rejecting Him? He says, “Lo, I stand 
at the door and knock; if any man open unto me 
I will come in and sup with Him.” 

The Stone which the builders rejected—each 
day you are building. Are you in that rejection? 

The nation that rejects that Stone shall 
crumble. The church which rejects that Stone 
shall become a deserted rookery. The individual 
who rejects that Stone shall perish. 

God’s Word puts it thus: “Upon whomsoever 
it shall fall it will grind him to powder.” Daniel, 
seeing the great image of the Gentile nations’ 
glory, saw a stone carved out of the mountain © 
without hands, and saw the stone fall on the feet 
of the Image and grind it to powder. 

Calvary stands for rejection. Do you stand to- 
day with Christ in His rejection? If you share 
His rejection, He will share with you His com- 
ing glory. 

If you deny Him, He will deny you. The Stone 
which other builders are rejecting, you must re- 
ceive first of all as the “Rock of your Salvation.” 
You will find all sorts of other stones advertised, 
but you must reject all and take only Jesus Christ 
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as the rock of your salvation. He alone will 
stand the test and hold you safe when the foun- 
dations of the world are shaken. “Anchored to 
the Rock of Ages, I shall not be moved.” You 
must make Him the rock upon which you rest 
all your hope of salvation. 

Then, day by day He must be your Eben-Ezer 
—*Stone of Help.’ Your daily and hourly habit 
must be to look to Him in every difficulty and 
every trial. That will shape the whole architec- 
ture of your building. 

The Psalmist prays, “Lift me to the rock that 
is higher than I.” From that high rock you get 
your vision of life and its values are all changed. 
Eternity spreads before you in a great panorama 
and you see your earthly life a little speck on the 
landscape. 

From that high rock you see all in the light 
of eternity. From that High Rock Satan cannot 
overwhelm you—Satan cannot defeat you. 

If you want Jesus Christ in your life, the Stone 
which the builders rejected in your building, then 
you must read much about Him in the Word of 
God, the only revelation we have of Him. 

You must look to the Holy Spirit to reveal 
Him—the only one who can. 

You must talk to Him often. You must think 
about Him. Then your building will grow into 
a beautiful habitation of God through the Spirit, 
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Jesus Christ being the Chief Corner Stone. The 
Stone which (other) builders have rejected will 
become the Head of the Corner elect and precious, 
giving to your whole life its strength and beauty. 
“Strength and beauty are in Thy sanctuary,” 
“For the Stone which the builders rejected has 
become the Head of the sanctuary.” 


XIV 


Christ Our Immanuel 


“Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.’ Matthew 28:20. “They shall 
call His name Emmanuel, which, being inter- 
preted, is God with us.” MatrHEew 1:23. 


There is that in every one of us that longs for 
companionship. There is that which causes us to 
‘visit, to have friends, to chum together. This it 
is, that makes us often lonesome, even when sur- 
rounded by the most beautiful surroundings this 
world can afford. 

The fact is we want not only companionship, 
but we want the companionship of some one really 
interested in us, someone who really cares, some- 
one to whom we can confide our hopes and aspira- 
tions; and someone to sympathize with us in sor- 
row and share our joys. That is because God made 
man for companionship with Himself. He made 
‘man in His image and likeness with this longing 
in His heart, in order that He might satisfy it 
with His own self. 

Then came sin, and separation followed. Let 


us remember that as we go on. That is funda- 
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mental—Sin separates. Sin separates. That is 
the awful curse of Sin. Whether you believe in 
a literal fire hereafter or not, the real horror of 
hell is its separation from God. 

When Jesus Christ hung on Calvary it was 
the separation that made Him cry out, ‘““My God, 
My God, why hast Thou forsaken me.” 

All through the Old Testament God mani- 
fested His favor to His servants by fellowship 
and by assurance of His presence. 

He walked with Enoch. He talked with Abra- 
ham. He declared He was with Jacob and with 
Isaac. Gen. 39:2 says the Lord was with Joseph 
and Joseph was a prosperous man. Ex. 3:12, God 
says to Moses, “I will be with you.” The cloud 
by day and the fire by night, was a sign to Israel 
that God was with them. To them He said, “My 
presence shall go with thee and I will give thee © 
rest.” To Joshua he said, “Have not I com- 
manded thee to be of good courage. Be not afraid; 
neither be thou dismayed for the Lord thy God | 
is with thee whithersoever thou goest.’”’ What a 
wonderful promise! 

So He spoke to David, to Jeremiah, to Heze- 
kiah. The one promise by which God ever 
strengthened the hearts of His servants, whether 
patriarchs, priests, prophets or kings, was the as- 
surance of His presence. ; 

Now when the Lord Jesus comes to earth, He is 
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called by the announcing herald of Jehovah— 
“Immanuel”—God with us. 

Surely the blessing of the earth is complete— 
God with us. John says, “The Word was made 
flesh and tabernacled among us and we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” 

Realizing this and how His disciples came to 
love that fellowship and that presence, we can 
understand with what dismay they heard Him 
say that He must go away. 

How impossible seemed His declaration, “It is 
expedient for you that I go away.” Better for 
them to lose the dearest friend they had? 

Yes it was better, for it was to usher in a 
new and deeper relationship between God and 
man than had ever kefore existed. 

In the Old Testament “God with us” meant 
~ “God’s favor’; all manifestations were assur- 
ances of favor. 

In the Gospels “God with us” meant “God 
present in the flesh.” Now was to come that still 
‘more wonderful experience of “God with us’— 
God dwelling within us in the Spirit. 

“To, 1 am with you alway even unto the end of 
the world.” What does it mean? 

It is not mere physical presence as God is 
omnipresent in the world in the animate and 
inanimate creations. That might be a thought of 
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terror as well as consolation. It affects all men, 
good or bad. It affects heaven and hell. It is not 
the presence of the omnipresent God of which 
Christ speaks. 

The sun shines each day even though clouds 
hide it. But all of us know that the presence 
of the sun hidden by clouds is not the same as the 
glory and warmth of the sun on a cloudless day. 
So with this presence. 

When we try to define let us remember we are 
approaching the most Holy Place of the sanc- 
tuary, the union of Christ with His own. 

It is a hidden mystery. God’s truth in the 
scriptures is like a building. There are great 
comprehensive texts that He who runs may read 
such as “God so loved the world that whosoever 
believeth on Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” They are like the outside—the 
foundation, walls, and turrets. 

But if these were all, it would be like a build- 
ing without doors. Therefore, there are entrance 
texts such as this one: “I am the Way, the Truth 
and the Life, no man cometh unto the Father 
but by me,” and if these were all, it would be like 
a building with entrances but with nothing inside. 
But, inside are the mystery texts and when we 
enter we find wonderful hidden treasures. How- 
ever, you cannot read these texts until you are © 
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inside the building. It is difficult to comprehend 
all that this mystery of His presence means. 

It means to have, every moment, the Lord 
Jesus Christ in the Spirit with you, abiding in 
you. God has used many illustrations to help us 
to understand what that means. He likens this 
to a building in which we are living stones, placed 
upon Jesus Christ and the building a habitation of 
God through the Spirit. He likens this to a body 
of which Christ is the head and we the members. 

Christ speaks of Himself as the Vine and we are 
branches—His life so identified with us in all 
these that Christ becomes our life. We are able 
with Paul to say, “For me to live is Christ.” “I 
am crucified with Christ, nevertheless, I live, 
yet not I but Christ liveth in me.” “When Christ, 
who is our Life, shall appear then shall ye also 
appear with Him in glory.” 

Can you understand all that Christ was to His 
disciples in the moments of their closest fellow- 
ship? That He offers Himself to be to us every 
moment of our lives. 

He was their sympathizing friend. So will He 
be yours. When others do not understand He will 
‘understand. Everything that concerns you will 
concern Him. Every problem you face He will 
help you solve, for He will be a friend who not 
only will but can. 

He was their Shepherd. He will be yours to 


126 Looking Unto Jesus 


direct your path, to protect you from harm, to 
supply your needs. 

He offered Himself as the Bread of Heaven 
and you may nourish your life upon Him. 

How are you going to have this life? How are 
you going to have the presence of Christ? How 
are you going to make “‘Lo, I am with you” yours? 

First, you must. believe there is such a life— 
“They that come unto God must believe that He 
is—and that He is a rewarder of them that dili- 
gently seek Him.” Belief is fundamental. The 
world cannot receive the Spirit because it cannot 
see Him. It will only believe what it sees. 

You must not only believe there is such a life 
but believe it is for you. 

You must confess to God that you haven’t it 
and look to Him for it. 

Our Lord gives two simple directions without 
which you cannot have His presence. 

“He that hath my commandments and keepeth 
them, he it is that loveth Me and he that loveth 
me shall be loved of my Father and I will love 
Him and manifest Myself to him.” 

The first condition is love. You must love 
Him if you want him. When love is the motive, 
you will seek Him with a whole heart. You 
cannot have Him for any other motive. One © 
heart throb of love is more precious in the sight 
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of the Master than all the wealth of the world. 
If you want that presence, you must love Him. 

The second condition is obedience. “If a man 
love me, he will keep My words and My Father 
will love him and we will come unto him and 
make our abode with him.” 

Love is expressed in obedience. If you want 
his presence, that blessed friendship, you must 
obey Him and now the wheel has come full 
circle. 

Disobedience took from Adam that first fel- 
lowship. Sin separated—remember we said that 
was fundamental. Now loving obedience to God 
separated from Sin. It is a poor rule that doesn’t 
work both ways. 

Adam was separated from that blessed Pres- 
ence and the whole race with him by disobedience. 
You will be separated from worldliness and Sin 
by loving obedience. Sin separates from God. 
Loving obedience to God separates from Sin. 

The promise of the Saviour is to them who love 

and obey. 
_ Then there is a final way, meditation, practice 
of His presence. Confide in Him; think often 
of Him. Take time to talk to Him. Cultivate 
His fellowship. Experience His presence. Trust 
Him at every turn. 

What will such a life mean? It will mean the 
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difference betwen the wilderness of Sinai and the 
Land of Canaan. 

In the wilderness there was restless wander- 
ing, weary foot and weary heart. In Canaan there 
was rest and peace. 


“God keeps me every hour 
In His mighty power, 

Once ’twas ceaseless striving, 
Now ’tis perfect peace.” 


Life in the wilderness was a life of want and 
famine; life in Canaan was a life of plenty, an 
abundant life, overflowing with joy and blessing. 

In the wilderness there was constant defeat; 
in Canaan there was victory. 

In California one often sees two fields lying 
side by side. One is parched and barren and dry 
and the other is green and fruitful and well 
watered. One is irrigated by streams of fresh 
water from the hills and the other is left un- 
watered. That is a picture of the difference. Two 
Christians often sit side by side in Church: one 
dry and barren in life, the other flourishing and 
fruitful in Christ. 

If you want that kind of life, open your heart 
and life to the Lord Jesus; invite Him to come 
in, trust Him, love Him, obey Him, fellowship 
with Him. 

There is God’s secret of a beautiful life—a 
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hidden wisdom, hidden manna, hidden glory and 
hidden life. 


“Tt came, I know not how 

But this I know, that now 

My life has found a new and nobler plane; 
Something has passed away 

Something has come to stay, 

And I can never be the same again. 


“The change is not in me 

Rather it seems that He 

Has come Himself to live His life in mine; 
And as I stepped aside 

And took Him to abide, 

He came and filled me with His life divine.” 


XV 
Christ Our Message 


“And He said, Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature.’ Mark 
16:15. 

cand that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in His name among all] na- 
tions beginning at Jerusalem, and ye are wit- 
nesses of these things.” LuKE 24: 47-48. 

“For I determined not to know anything 
among you save Jesus Christ and Him cruci- 
fied.” 1 CoRINTHIANS 2:2. 


Americans are noted as a people of action. We 
are also letting this nation be dissipated in use- 
less action. Our great prosperity has gone to our 
heads. We are dissipating this action in enter- 
prises that add to our prosperity but not to our — 
welfare as a nation. 

If American men and women only realized, if 
they only believed, there lies in the discipleship 
of Christ, action and best of all, action that sat- 
isfies. 

Shake from your mind all evidences of Chris- 
tianity about you and let us try to have the claims 
of Christ come freshly to our hearts, untainted 


by their interpretation in men’s lives about us. 
Poi k 
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Christianity began with the word “go,” or had 
I better go back a step and say it began with the 
word “come.” It was the Master’s “come” to 
His chosen twelve, but it was the word “go” 
that caused it to burst the confiries of Judaism 
and spread throughout all climes and among all 
races of men. 

“Go ye.” If it had not been for that word “go” 
every one of us would have been lost in sin and 
darkness and misery. You have only to sweep 
your gaze over the heathen nations, especially, 
before any touch of Christianity came, and you 
realize from what we have been delivered. 

When I see the misery and cruelty of the 
heathen people and realize that we would all have 
been just like that had not Christ said “‘go” to 
those first twelve. Then I think, suppose they 
had not obeyed it. Suppose Peter had said after 
the Lord left, “Well fishing is so good now in 
Galilee and my family want me to keep on fish- 
ing, I guess I will just go on fishing. I will let 
the rest go.” Suppose Matthew had said, “My 
business was good; I will return to the receipt of 
customs.” John had returned to help his aged 
father. Then Paul had said, “The Gentiles 
don’t want to hear about Christ and the Jew 
won't hear; I guess I will accept that professor- 
ship in Tarsus University.” 

That would have been all that would have 
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been necessary—only six chapters of the New 
Testament, James and Jude, would have been 
written. 

_ Jesus Christ left the world and left the hope 
of the world, the priceless treasure of hope and 
salvation, in the hands of those men. Suppose 
they had failed Him. 

Now suppose we fail Him. Some will not hear. 
It is many, many years ago that His lips said 
those blessed words “go ye.” 

They echo to-day only in the written record 
of those who heard Him and obeyed. Men get 
away from this record and they never hear him 
speak. The result is just the same, men go with- 
out that message. I wonder how many have died 
without Jesus Christ, entered eternity lost, lost, 
because someone has not heard the word “go,” or 
hearing, has not obeyed. If your life still lies be- — 
fore you, lay it before Him and listen for the com- 
mand to “go.” 

Some will say, “I know God never called me 
to ‘go’ to the foreign field and preach.” Did you 
ever stop to think that perhaps you had never 
turned an ear to hear, that you had never laid 
your life before Him and asked Him, that you 
have never read His words to see if the Spirit 
would make them live for your direction? 

Then I say to you in all kindness but without 
a tinge of uncertainty: As far as you are con- 
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cerned, some will be lost because you failed to 
hear or to heed those dynamic words of the Gos- 
pel—“‘go.”” 

But let us get closer still. In Luke our Saviour 
says in His commission to go, “Beginning first at 
Jerusalem.” You say, “The Lord did not say to 
me, go to India, go to China.” No! Perhaps He 
did not, for you did not begin where you were. 
The first “go” begins at Jerusalem, begins at 
home, begins at the heart of every Christian. 
“Judgment must begin at the House of God.” 

If everyone would begin, that judgment of 
themselves, begin preaching to their own souls, the 
preaching around them would be easier. Get the 
Word of God; get yourself alone, get on your 
knees and begin the service and when you arise, 
you will end your service with the doxology and 
God will pronounce a benediction and the church 
will feel the force. 

Beginning at Jerusalem means right at home. 

There may be some heathen people lost in 
Africa or India or China because you did not 

“go,” but I wonder if there are going to be some 
of your children lost because you did not hear the 
word “go” and begin at Jerusalem. Will a hus- 
band or wife, father or mother, or child not be 
there because you did not heed? 

I know fathers and mothers who are to blame 
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for their children’s lost condition—no family al- 
tar, no testimony, no message to the child. 

“Go ye”—wonderful words, but listen—begin 
‘at Jerusalem. Your negligence, your coldness, 
your indifference, your lack of a burning zeal for 
Christ may send others, even dear ones into 
eternity without a Saviour. 

Go ye into all the world, beginning first at 
Jerusalem and preach the Gospel. 

In Luke our Saviour says, “preach among all 
nations Repentance and Remission of Sins.” No- 
tice that is the kind of preaching we are to do. 
We are not to beg people to join the church, nor 
tell them how they should live. We are to tell 
them they are lost, sinners, and need to repent. 
We have cold, indifferent church members to- 
day, partly because we preach a cold indifferent 
Gospel. 

Everywhere you hear the cry that the spiritual , 
life of the church is dying out; that men and 
women do not attend its services; that prayer 
meeting is almost a past thing. Why? Because 
we have been taking in men and women who do 
not come realizing they are sinners before God 
deserving only eternal punishment. ‘God be mer- 
ciful to me a sinner,” is a rare cry. I talk to men 
about their sins and they will tell me they are not 
any worse than such and such a Christian, and 
every community is just full of sinners who stand — 
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around and talk about other people’s sins. That 
‘isn’t repentance. You can’t repent for somebody 
else; you have to repent for yourself. 

Now a part of the fault is with us. We do not 
preach the Gospel right. We do not tell them 
plainly enough their lost condition. That in God’s 
sight they are dead; rotting corpses. Ephesians 
2:1, “You hath He quickened who were dead in 
trespasses and sins.” 

We want to take that corpse and dress it up and 
place it in the pew and tell it it is alive. 

That isn’t God’s way. God’s way is to show 
them their condition until they cry to God for 
mercy. 

Then comes the second part of the Gospel’s 
message. “The Remission of Sins.’ God wants 
everyone to come to Him for mercy. He can’t 
save you until you do for He never violates your 
free will. But with a free and bounteous love He 
offers forgiveness te those who come. 

The dynamic of the Gospel is “go.” The mel- 
ody of the Gospel is ‘“‘come.” “Come unto me all 
ye that labor and are heavy laden.” ‘If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me and drink.” 

“Ye will not come unto me that ye might have 
life.” Notice the implication. You must realize 
the burden of sin. before you will hear the grand 
melody of the come and rest. 

You must become thirsty before you hear the 
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music of the “come unto me and drink.” You 
must realize your spiritual death before you are 
resurrected at the “Come unto me and live.” 

In the Revelation “‘the Spirit and the Bride say 
come.” (That is, the Holy Spirit and the Church 
say “come.”) “Let him that heareth say come; 
let him that is athirst come, and whosoever will, 
let him take of the water of life freely.” 

“Go” into all the world and preach the Gospel. 

Begin at Jerusalem. Preach the need of Re- 
pentance and the grace of God who forgives sin- 
ners on the ground of the shed blood of Christ. 

We who see Jesus shall we not lead those who 
know Him not to see Him in His beauty. In their 
blindness they wander, seeking, healing and rest, 
seeking for that which this world has not to offer. 
When we lead them to the place of the Greeks 
who came saying, “Sir, we would see Jesus,” 
then shall their souls be satisfied. 


“Let me be faithful to my trust, 
Telling the world the Story 
Press on my heart the woe, 
Put in my feet the go 
Let me be faithful in my trust 
And use me for Thy glory.” 


THE END 
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